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 PROCEEDING 2  

(On the record) 1 

MR. CLARK GIBLIN:  Here we're probably going to 2 

talk about it too.  And I meant to send it earlier, but I 3 

just got caught up with a few things.   4 

MR. GREG DEEMIE:  I don't know how much we're 5 

going to talk about it.  I mean it's got to be read into 6 

the records, so it will all be public.  Where are your 7 

cohorts there, Rick?  You're muted. 8 

MR. RICHARD MATERESE:  Well, theoretically 9 

they're together and they should be here.  But they still 10 

have one minute according to my computer. 11 

MR. DEEMIE:  I've got 5:00.  But there were some 12 

asked guests that joined us.  I don't know if that's them 13 

or not. 14 

MS. CINDY KENNERUP:  I don't think so. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, what I'll do is I'll call 16 

this work session of the Johnson City Village board to 17 

order at 5:00 p.m. on 4/20/2021.  We'll wait a few minutes 18 

for the rest of the guys from the Town of Union to show up 19 

with Rick there. 20 

MR. MATERESE:  Thank you. 21 

MR. DEEMIE:  I guess, well, I'll start with the 22 

things on my list.  We could start.  Oh, there's Tom's 23 

iPad.  That's probably them.  Is that you, Mr. Augostini? 24 

MS. KENNERUP:  He's still connecting. 25 

MR. DEEMIE:  Still connecting.  Somebody got 26 
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background noise going there.  A television or something.  1 

All right.  Is that you, Tom Augostini?  You're muted, if 2 

it is.  Sounds like it.  Is that you, Tom? 3 

MR. THOMAS AUGOSTINI:  Me and Dan Schofield. 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah. 5 

MR. AUGOSTINI:  Yes. 6 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  Okay.  All right.  I called 7 

the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. on 4/20/2021.  What I 8 

would like to do right now is call for a motion to go into 9 

executive session to discuss the court agreement with the 10 

Town of Union. 11 

MR. JOHN WALKER:  So moved. 12 

MR. MARTIN MEANEY:  I second.  13 

MR. DEEMIE:  All those in favor? 14 

VOICES:  Aye. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Opposed?  Hearing none, I'll wait 16 

until I get the go ahead from our legal counsel that we 17 

put everybody in the waiting room that needs to be in the 18 

waiting room.  Yeah, Tom Johnson, go ahead in the waiting 19 

room.  There we go. 20 

MS. CHERYL SACCO:  We got Rich, Marty, John, 21 

Ben, Cindy, me, and the mayor. 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  No.  We need Tom back.  The one 23 

that says Tom's iPad. 24 

MS. KENNERUP:  Tom's iPad. 25 

MS. SACCO:  Okay. 26 
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MR. DEEMIE:  All right.  There we go. 1 

MS. SACCO:  And, Mayor, is this a hiring/firing 2 

discipline of a particular person?  Not --? 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  No.  This is in regards to the 4 

court agreement, court contract with the Town. 5 

MS. SACCO:  I know.  But I'm asking because I 6 

want to make sure we have an appropriate reason for being 7 

in an executive session. 8 

MR. DEEMIE:  It's in regards to the discussion 9 

of the contract and the part -- it's not person-related.  10 

It's contractual.  Like it's talk about whether we keep 11 

the contract, get rid of the contract, parts of the 12 

contract, what are --  13 

MS. SACCO:  Yeah.  But we're letting the Town of 14 

Union in, so I need a negotiation --  15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, that's because it's their 16 

contract with us. 17 

MS. SACCO:  All right.  I voiced a concern. 18 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  It's in regards to their use 19 

of our police station for their court.  It's a lease 20 

agreement with them, the court lease agreement.  And the 21 

particulars of that is what we're discussing.  Whether 22 

we're going to move forward with it, if we're going to 23 

keep it, how are we going to do this.  They have some 24 

questions, concerns, and thoughts they wanted –- they want 25 

to negotiate on it basically. 26 
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MS. SACCO:  Yeah.  I'm not thinking that's 1 

appropriate for an executive session.  I'm asking the 2 

question for clarification. 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  I mean it's no different than a 4 

personnel contract or the sale or acquisition of property 5 

I would say in my mind. 6 

(Interposing) 7 

MS. SACCO:  You don't invite the other side in. 8 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, they wanted to discuss it 9 

with us.  I put it out to them and they want to discuss it 10 

with the board. 11 

MS. SACCO:  Look.  If you guys want to do an 12 

executive, I just raised the concern, I hear you.  Is  13 

Alan -- 14 

MR. DEEMIE:  It's up to the board. 15 

MR. MATERESE:  Alan is not on board or not here. 16 

MS. SACCO:  Okay. 17 

MR. MATERESE:  So if you don't want us here, 18 

that's fine.  You already know --  19 

MS. SACCO:  No, no, no. 20 

MR. DEEMIE:  No, no, no.  No.  I mean I voice to 21 

the board what --  22 

MS. SACCO:  I'm not suggesting that the Town of 23 

Union leave.  I'm asking why we're in executive.  The 24 

motion was unusual. 25 

MR. DEEMIE:  I wasn't sure because what it was 26 
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is they had come to me with their proposal.  I put it out 1 

to the board last meeting and the board wanted to discuss 2 

it with the Town of Union in regards to their proposal to 3 

us, and what their thoughts are going forward, and how 4 

they came to that, and what negotiations it would be in 5 

regards to the agreement, the lease agreement.  So I 6 

figured that would be executive –- if it's not, it's not.  7 

We go out of executive session.  That's fine with me.  8 

It's up to how everybody else feels about it.  I thought 9 

it was, you know, being that it was private negotiations 10 

in regards to --  11 

MS. SACCO:  Just try.  Go ahead.  I'm sorry I 12 

raised it.  Just try it.  I'm concerned about it, but go 13 

ahead. 14 

MR. DEEMIE:  Okay. 15 

MR. SCHOFIELD:  Mayor, I think you go on the 16 

advice of your counsel.  So whatever she is more 17 

comfortable with is fine with us. 18 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  I mean it's an agreement 19 

negotiation and I feel that we won't want other people to 20 

hear this in case we want to negotiate with them 21 

privately.  But I mean we'll start the conversation.  If 22 

Cheryl feels uncomfortable, we'll go out of executive 23 

session. 24 

MR. SCHOFIELD:  Okay. 25 

MR. DEEMIE:  As you offered to me, then I took 26 
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it to the board, that you are willing to stay where you 1 

are in the Village's police station there.  And you were 2 

asking for a 10 percent decrease in the utility cost for 3 

the Town of Union.  Correct?  That was what your proposal 4 

was. 5 

MR. MATERESE:  Correct. 6 

MR. SCHOFIELD:  Right. 7 

MR. DEEMIE:  So I propose that to the board and 8 

they wanted to, I guess, discuss if there is any other 9 

options or thoughts or -- you know, because that's a drop 10 

in revenue for us.  So I'll open it up to the board with 11 

your questions to the Town.  You guys wanted to talk to 12 

them.  I'll go with what you want to do.  Go ahead.  I 13 

mean if you want to explain, Dan, how you came up with 14 

that and what your thought process was.  If you guys want 15 

to explain that. 16 

MR. SCHOFIELD:  Frankly, I went up and walked 17 

the space to see what practical use of a space we have and 18 

what we pay for.  We're not arguing the cost per square 19 

foot for the lease agreement.  However, the utilities are 20 

pretty pricey.  So I don't think the formula is as 21 

scientific as it could be.  It's more on general terms.  22 

And those dollars are pretty steep.  So we're asking for 23 

just a 10 percent reduction, to go from paying 50 percent 24 

to 40 percent of the overall utilities, for what you view 25 

is our space and call it a day.  Only because we took a 26 
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look at a variety of other properties.  There is actually 1 

a variety of other options. 2 

So, you know, we like being there.  It's 3 

conducive to doing business with both the Village court 4 

and the Town court.  Moving expenses are generally pretty 5 

pricey and it's upsetting.  So, you know, the least 6 

disruptive we could be is good.  But as we look at the 7 

other options in front of us, they're pretty enticing from 8 

an overall net cost perspective.  So that's why I 9 

presented this, as the buildings and grounds manager, to 10 

Supervisor Materese and to several board members.  And 11 

they had asked us to reach out to you to try to consider 12 

that 10 percent decrease. 13 

MR. MARTIN MEANY:  This is Trustee Meany.  We 14 

wanted to renegotiate the contract because we didn't feel 15 

that we were getting the equity we could get out of the 16 

lease.  When that letter was sent, it was automatically 17 

met with, well, we're just going to leave.  And now it's, 18 

okay, we'll stay because we feel bad but we want a 19 

reduction in our utilities. 20 

MR. SCHOFIELD:  No, not necessarily.  I think 21 

they asked me, as the buildings and grounds manager, to 22 

take a look at some options just in case it didn't work 23 

out in the negotiation.  So we looked at a few options and 24 

there are some options.  But it isn't a matter of that.  25 

It's a matter of the judges like it there and it works.  26 
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We just got to watch our pocketbook, like everybody else, 1 

to make sure that it's fair. 2 

MR. MATERESE:  And it wasn't the initial 3 

reaction was, well, we'll just leave.  The initial 4 

reaction was you don't have the option to break the 5 

contract; we do. 6 

MR. MEANY:  Well, we felt that the contract was 7 

locking successive boards into something that might not be 8 

equitable to the taxpayers of Johnson City.  So that's why 9 

we wanted to sit down and talk about it.  Again, the mayor 10 

conveyed to us that your response from the Town of Union 11 

was, well, you know what, we're out of here.  So there 12 

must be something lost in the translation some place. 13 

MR. SCHOFIELD:  Yeah.  I mean I don't want to 14 

speak for the supervisor.  Rick, please chime in.  But I 15 

don't think that was the sentiment at all. 16 

MR. DEEMIE:  Hang on a second, Dan.  Cindy, are 17 

we still recording because it says recording on my iPad. 18 

Is Josh Bilek with PBA?  They wanted to come 19 

discuss – there was an issue with a trip they took.  I 20 

think he sent you the information just a few minutes ago.  21 

He had sent me some information previously.  But they went 22 

on a trip.  They had booked the –- correct me if I'm 23 

wrong, Josh.  But you booked a hotel.  Took a copy of the 24 

Village credit card, they wouldn't accept it.  You had to 25 

use a PBA credit card and they charged you tax on it. 26 
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MR. JOSHUA BILEK:  Right. 1 

MR. DEEMIE:  What you're basically looking for 2 

is the reimbursement for the tax on the credit card you 3 

had to use for the PBA.  Right? 4 

MR. BILEK:  That's correct, Mayor.  It's going 5 

to be a twofold thing though. 6 

MR. DEEMIE:  Good. 7 

MR. BILEK:  Because we'll go into the next 8 

segment.  I'll just read the prepared statement for you.  9 

Okay? 10 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah. 11 

MR. BILEK:  So first I want to thank you guys 12 

for taking the time to discuss this matter on how officers 13 

are reimbursed by the Village.  We'll start with the 14 

matter that the mayor just referenced that has to do with 15 

the PBA as a whole.  I completed a special report, but in 16 

summary of that report Jim Conrad (phonetic) and myself 17 

had to travel to King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, on March 18 

16th to locate and apprehend a suspect as part of an 19 

investigation that was ongoing. 20 

Jim booked a hotel room using a photocopy of the 21 

Village's credit card as we have done in years past.  Upon 22 

arrival to the hotel we were advised that Marriott's new 23 

policy requires a physical copy of the credit card to 24 

complete the transaction.  Being four hours away and under 25 

the special circumstances we faced, I made the decision to 26 
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use the PBA credit card to pay for the room and complete 1 

the transaction in good faith that that Village would 2 

reimburse the PBA the entire transaction. 3 

I understand that the Village is tax exempt and, 4 

under regular circumstances, those traveling out of town 5 

would not have to concern themselves with hotel 6 

reimbursement.  But as I've outlined, this was not a 7 

regular event.  With that said, I'm asking the Village 8 

make the PBA whole and issue a check for the amount of 9 

$4.45 as the PBA is not tax-exempt and covered the cost on 10 

behalf of the Village/Police Department in good faith. 11 

(Interposing) 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  That's part one. 13 

MR. JOHN WALKER:  Yeah.  Josh, I'll give you the 14 

$5. 15 

MR. BILEK:  Well, there is more to it.  It's the 16 

principle of the matter.  It's not -– the $4.45 is a moot 17 

point, I know, but it's the principle. 18 

MR. GIBLIN:  Can I just ask Josh on that?  We've 19 

had this discussion a little bit as well in other talks.  20 

But I just wanted to ask Cindy or the mayor a quick 21 

question about credit cards in general.  Why can't we keep 22 

credit cards or have multiple credit cards and give them 23 

to the department heads or who needs it when that needs to 24 

happen? 25 

MR. DEEMIE:  Go ahead, Cindy. 26 
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MS. KENNERUP:  The Village has two credit cards.  1 

I did not even know they were going out of town.  If they 2 

had let me known they were going out of town, they could 3 

have taken one of them with them.  But I did not know they 4 

were going out of town. 5 

MR. GIBLIN:  So that is something that we can 6 

make possible so we don't have to deal with things like 7 

this. 8 

MS. KENNERUP:  On an emergency situation, yes, 9 

they can take one. 10 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah, and we usually do that.  This 11 

was a unique situation.  It kind of happened as it 12 

happened.  It just brought to light some issues.  That's 13 

all. 14 

MR. BILEK:  And we've never taken a credit card 15 

in the past.  We've always used it this way.  This was 16 

some unique thing, that the Marriott said they've had a 17 

problem with theft or fraud for cards. 18 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah, I'm sure.  I understand, you 19 

know what I mean, where they're coming from and certainly 20 

understand where you're coming from too.  You shouldn't 21 

have to pay anything that you shouldn't have to pay. 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  The other thing is, too, is 23 

we don't want to have that many credit cards floating 24 

around that we have to keep track of and wonder where they 25 

are and who has them and how they're being used, too, you 26 
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know.  Not that people are fraudulently going to use them.  1 

But the more you have, the more loss or disappear -- or 2 

things like that and not misused.  But this is why we have 3 

two cards.  They have to be signed in and signed out.  4 

That way we know who has them and where they've gone. 5 

So as Cindy said, it was a unique situation.  6 

And as Josh said, a unique situation.  I mean I have no 7 

problem covering the tax for that based on the 8 

circumstances.  It shouldn't be an issue. 9 

MR. BENJAMIN REYNOLDS:  Right.  I agree.  It 10 

sounds like this is more of an issue of the old system 11 

just with the photocopy isn't going to work anymore.  So 12 

we need to --  13 

MR. DEEMIE:  A change. 14 

MR. REYNOLDS:  -- maybe change how we do it. 15 

MR. GIBLIN:  We need to fix it, yeah. 16 

MR. MEANEY:  I have no problem with that.  But I 17 

think maybe, Josh and you guys, whenever you go out of 18 

town, take one of our –- because there are multiple tax 19 

exempt letters you guys could take with you. 20 

MR. BILEK:  But we normally wouldn't need it 21 

because it was booked on the Village's credit card and set 22 

as a tax-exempt. 23 

MR. MEANEY:  Right.  I understand that.  But 24 

just in case, God forbid, we have another, you know, a 25 

staff who would, where you got to use your own card again.  26 
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Then there is the letter and that eliminates all that 1 

worry as well. 2 

MR. DEEMIE:  It won't work.  They can't use the 3 

Village's tax exempt paperwork against their own credit 4 

card. 5 

MS. KENNERUP:  Yes, they can. 6 

MR. MEANEY:  They can. 7 

MR. DEEMIE:  I thought they couldn't. 8 

MS. KENNERUP:  Yes, they can. 9 

MR. DEEMIE:  Oh, they can?  okay. 10 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 11 

MR. DEEMIE:  I was misinformed.  Sorry.  My 12 

mistake. 13 

MR. MEANEY:  It's been done in the past.  That's 14 

why I know they could do that. 15 

MR. BILEK:  So I want to continue on the topic 16 

of reimbursement because hopefully we can avoid these 17 

situations altogether.  You all know the Village's process 18 

for reimbursement is cumbersome and tedious.  It requires 19 

officers who are away for work to obtain detailed receipts 20 

of their meals.  Those receipts are then photocopied to 21 

avoid them being misplaced and turned then to Phil Johnson 22 

(phonetic) for review.  Phil then completes the proper 23 

paperwork and that is sent to the chief for review. 24 

The paperwork is then sent to Cindy at Village 25 

Hall to again be reviewed and in most cases adjusted 26 
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without the knowledge of the officer.  That paperwork is 1 

reviewed by the Village Board and finally a check can be 2 

issued.  This again does not include tax.  We have now 3 

just been informed that your tip of 20 percent maximum 4 

must be calculated under pre-tax total and not the full 5 

amount. 6 

So to put that in perspective for you guys, two 7 

officers recently went away to attend a school for three 8 

days.  After the entire process of going from the officer 9 

to Phil, to the chief, to Cindy, and then to the board, 10 

the Village was able to shave off about $1.33 between both 11 

officers' reimbursement collectively.  As you can see, 12 

when you add up the cost of multiple employees to 13 

calculate the reimbursement, the Village literally is 14 

jumping over dollars to pick up dimes.  This also makes it 15 

frustrating for an officer who is away for work, away from 16 

their family, and then asked to cover some of that cost as 17 

well. 18 

So in an effort to understand how this policy 19 

was decided and the guidelines which the Village uses, I 20 

requested a copy of the Village's written policy.  I was 21 

informed by the mayor and Cindy that there is no written 22 

policy.  These rules, including the 20 percent tax on pre-23 

tax total, had been decided during work sessions like 24 

this.  The State Comptroller's Office website warns 25 

against that issue stating in there, "a lack of travel 26 
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policies and inadequate travel policies, including a lack 1 

of guidance on the types of expenses typically 2 

reimbursable and the general maximum reimbursable amounts" 3 

can lead to issues. 4 

So after talking with the membership, it seems 5 

this has been a topic of discussion for 20-plus years and 6 

this causes unneeded cause to frustration.  So my hope is 7 

that we could draft a policy that we can use moving 8 

forward. 9 

I've also spoken with Casey Fisher from the New 10 

York State Comptroller's office and she has given some 11 

guidance on the matter.  Casey advised that the per diem 12 

model, which streamline the process and avoid time 13 

consuming process, be used now.  Ms. Fisher also advised 14 

the Comptroller's Office uses a per diem model for their 15 

employees' meal reimbursement.  They are not paying taxes 16 

but reimbursing the employees who are not tax-exempt. 17 

I've also discussed this matter with other local 18 

union leaders who found the majority of neighboring 19 

municipalities also use a per diem model and have no 20 

issues with their members or their respective board. 21 

To refer back to the Comptroller's website for 22 

local government and management guide which, in the 23 

statement I prepared for you guys, there is a link to.  24 

The general municipal law authorizes the governing board 25 

to provide a meal allowance instead of paying actual 26 
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unnecessary meal expenses.  That per diem allowance method 1 

does not require the employee to produce receipts for 2 

their meals.  You're simply giving a dollar amount.  If 3 

you go away for that many days, all the chief has to do is 4 

approve that many days and the officers are reimbursed 5 

that amount.  So I'm hoping that we can draft some kind of 6 

policy and MOA that could later be added to the collective 7 

bargaining agreement if needed. 8 

MR. MEANY:  This is non-negotiable, Josh.  This 9 

is not a negotiable item.  This is a management 10 

prerogative.  Okay?  Secondly, you get a per diem that 11 

means you could spend $50.  I'm just going to use $50 a 12 

day because it's simple.  That means you could spend $10 a 13 

day on meals and put $40 in your pocket.  Okay?  I’m not 14 

saying that you would but it would give somebody the 15 

opportunity to do that.  Or purchase alcohol or do any of 16 

this. 17 

The Village doesn't have to pay for any of that.  18 

We don't.  We don't have to offer you guys mileage to go 19 

to class.  We don't have to offer you –- you could take a 20 

company car.  We don't have to offer you meals.  But we 21 

do.  Okay?  Personally, I don't think that taxpayer money 22 

should be used to be tipping when the guys are out. 23 

MR. BILEK:  So you think that it should be on 24 

the person that's going to pay that amount?  Hold on.  If 25 

I go away for an investigation where I'm going because 26 
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it's part of my responsibility, then I have to pay money 1 

out of my pocket when I could, if I was home, I could eat 2 

dinner at my own house. 3 

MR. MEANY:  Okay.  If you are working your 4 

regular shift, would you be paying for your own meal and 5 

paying for a tip or would you be reimbursed for it if you 6 

were right here in Johnson City on a shift? 7 

MR. BILEK:  Yeah, I would be paying for it or 8 

I'd have the ability --  9 

MR. MEANY:  Exactly. 10 

MR. BILEK:  I'd have the ability to go get my 11 

own dinner from my house and bring lunch. 12 

MR. MEANY:  You can do that, too, when you're on 13 

the road. 14 

MR. BILEK:  These unique circumstances wouldn't 15 

allow that. 16 

MR. MEANY:  When I see tips on bills for Dunkin' 17 

Donuts when I know it's a self-service thing, come on.  Is 18 

that a good expense for the taxpayers, Josh?  You're a 19 

taxpayer.  Would you like that? 20 

MR. BILEK:  I don't think it's also a good 21 

expense for the taxpayers to pay multiple man hours for 22 

people to go through this process of calculating these 23 

when you're --  24 

MR. MEANY:  So we don't have a per diem.  We 25 

don't pay you that.  We don't have to give you meals.  26 
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That's the other end of the coin.  That's the other side 1 

of the coin.  It's up to you guys to pay for your 2 

training.  If you guys don't think that's enough, then I 3 

guess you don't have to take the extra training. 4 

MR. BILEK:  But what about the courses that the 5 

chief asks us to go to? 6 

MR. MEANY:  That's up to you.  Is he ordering 7 

you or is he asking you?  There's a difference. 8 

MR. WALKER  Hey, Josh? 9 

MR. BILEK:  Yeah. 10 

MR. WALKER:  A couple of things here with the 11 

meals.  Okay?  The only reason that we put a 20 percent 12 

limit on the tips is because of abuse that was coming 13 

through.  Like a $5 tip when they paid $7 at a Dunkin' 14 

Donuts.  That was very excessive and that's why we put the 15 

limits on the tips. 16 

MR. BILEK:  And these things were discussed 17 

between Cindy and the chief.  He said to avoid those 18 

problems, there should be a taxable -- or a tip limit.  19 

For a while there was none and then something came up.  20 

But now there is a new rule that the tip is on the pre-tax 21 

amount.  When any of you guys go out to dinner with your 22 

family, you don't look at the pre-tax amount. 23 

MR. WALKER:  Who made that rule?  Because we 24 

didn't discuss a pre-tax.  Did we, board? 25 

MR. GIBLIN:  I don’t recall that. 26 
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(Interposing) 1 

MR. BILEK:  In my understanding, it was 2 

discussed at a board meeting. 3 

MR. GIBLIN:  I recall the 20 percent, not on 4 

which -- I recall 20 percent being a number.  Not on what 5 

it was taxed in. 6 

MR. WALKER:  Not a pre-tax number, no. 7 

MR. GIBLIN:  Right. 8 

MR. WALKER:  On the total bill.  The other 9 

reason that we asked for itemized bills was that there was 10 

excessive alcohol on a couple of the bills that were 11 

received a few years ago and I don't feel that the Village 12 

taxpayers should be paying for alcohol. 13 

MR. BILEK:  And I a hundred percent agree with 14 

that.  So the $1.33 that I mentioned earlier that was 15 

shaved off, that was because it was adjusted for the pre-16 

tax amount for the meals. 17 

MS. KENNERUP:  John? 18 

MR. WALKER:  Yeah. 19 

MS. KENNERUP:  The Village cannot pay tax and 20 

the Village cannot pay for alcohol.  Therefore, why would 21 

you pay tip on either of those items?  Because you would 22 

be paying on those items. 23 

MR. WALKER:  Cindy, I'm saying we don't 24 

reimburse for alcohol.  Number one. 25 

MS. KENNERUP:  Exactly.  And we don't pay tax.  26 
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So we wouldn't pay tip on those items. 1 

MR. WALKER:  Number two -- then you know 2 

something?  I don't recall ever voting not to pay on the 3 

pre-tax of food.  We have always paid. 4 

MS. KENNERUP:  We are.  We're paying 20 percent 5 

on the food, on all food. 6 

MR. GIBLIN:  Once again we're arguing over the 7 

same thing.  And we're obviously arguing over $1.33.  8 

That's probably why there wasn't a cap to begin with. 9 

MR. BILEK:  No one is debating the fact that 20 10 

percent is reasonable.  But like I said, any of you guys 11 

that go out to dinner, you don't look at the pre-tax 12 

amount and say, okay, well, we got to pay 20 percent of 13 

that. 14 

MR. WALKER:  And I agree with you. 15 

MR. GIBLIN:  That's why I think, Josh, just 16 

giving you a company credit card, maybe it's just going to 17 

be -- that's how we use our time to keep track of things.  18 

And we have to keep track of it better.  Maybe that will 19 

be an issue.  Maybe it won't.  I don't understand why it 20 

would be.  But you get a credit card, you run it, it's on 21 

the Village.  Done. 22 

MR. WALKER:  Clark, but that's not the issue.  23 

The issue is the tip is on that credit card.  Okay? 24 

MS. KENNERUP:  (Interposing)  No.  The Village 25 

can't pay tax. 26 
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MR. GIBLIN:  It won't if it's using the Village 1 

credit card.  They're not going to be allowed to have 2 

alcohol on it and they're not going to be allowed to tip 3 

more than 20 percent.  Done. 4 

MR. WALKER:  What they're saying, Clark, is the 5 

guys can't take the bill.  Say I spent $20 on food and 6 

Josh says, okay, 20 percent of $20 is $2 or whatever and 7 

he pays the $2.  But now we're saying that, oh, wait, that 8 

$20, I have to remove 8 percent of that $20 and then pay a 9 

20 percent tip on that amount. 10 

MR. GIBLIN:  But if they go to dinner and use 11 

the Village credit card, won't tax be excluded? 12 

MR. WALKER:  No. 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  No. 14 

MR. REYNOLDS:  What if they bring that tax-15 

exempt form and then have that –-  16 

MS. KENNERUP:  Restaurants typically would not 17 

do that.  Hotels do.  Restaurants don't. 18 

MR. MEANEY:  I mean, Josh, somebody put in for 19 

toilet paper, to get reimbursed for toilet paper when they 20 

were out of town.  I don't know if it was for training or 21 

if they were for an investigation.  Why? 22 

MR. BILEK:  That I'm unaware of.  But my 23 

question would be how were all these other places, 24 

including the Comptroller's Office who says that we have 25 

to do it this way, they allow a per diem allowance. 26 
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MS. KENNERUP:  They're not saying we have to.  1 

They're saying you can.  If you go per diem, then that's a 2 

reimbursement to the employee and that's on your travel 3 

request. 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  What they're basically saying is 5 

that we need to create some policy, a travel policy which 6 

we don't have in writing.  But we need to create a travel 7 

policy that dictates what our rules and regulations are in 8 

regards to travel, meal reimbursement, tips and all those 9 

things together.  So at this point it's all been basically 10 

in work sessions and on the travel request form changes 11 

and so forth.  It's never been put down in black or white 12 

in a policy like, you know, like an ethics policy or any 13 

of those types of things. 14 

So what we need to do is come up with some kind 15 

of policy that's written, that everybody needs to file, 16 

and knows to file.  Whether it's what we have now, whether 17 

it's a per diem setup.  I kind of like the per diem idea 18 

myself.  It makes it a lot cleaner, a lot expedient that 19 

way.  It will make it easier for Phil and everybody.  But 20 

then again you have to get the board approval for that.  21 

It doesn't sound like the board really wants to go that 22 

way.  I mean that's how I've always worked within the 23 

private sector, is you always work by per diem.  And 24 

that's how guys work.  A lot of guys who work out of town, 25 

that's how they live - off the per diem. 26 



 PROCEEDING 24  

MR. REYNOLDS:  I'll have to look into the per 1 

diem model.  I'm certainly open-minded to looking at how 2 

we do this.  I do think that we definitely need to have 3 

something written down to make these parameters really 4 

clear so that miscommunications and misunderstandings like 5 

this don't happen in the future and that the expectations 6 

that the board has, as far as the reimbursement process 7 

goes, is more cut and clear. 8 

MR. DEEMIE:  Cut and dry. 9 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yeah. 10 

MR. DEEMIE:  I mean I agree with Trustee Meany 11 

that it is not a negotiable item.  It is a management item 12 

that we need to put into place for all departments.  Not 13 

just police. 14 

MR. BILEK:  Absolutely. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  It needs to be village-wide.  it is 16 

adhered to by everybody So there's no question anywhere.  17 

I mean this kind of deeper -- 18 

MR. BILEK:  I think it would have the most 19 

effect on the police because –- also in the fire 20 

department.  They're probably the two that would be 21 

required to travel most for training or, you know, work-22 

related items. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  Understood, understood.  But, you 24 

know, DPW does do some travel.  Our admin staff, there are 25 

certain ones there that do travel. 26 
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MR. BILEK:  Right. 1 

MR. DEEMIE:  So it would be a village-wide 2 

policy that needs to be put into place. 3 

MR. BILEK:  So I'd like some clarification on 4 

the board's stance on if this 20 percent is on the pre-tax 5 

amount or on the whole amount. 6 

MR. WALKER:  I would think full amount. 7 

MR. MEANEY:  Whoa, whoa, whoa.  I don't think 8 

that you should be asking that question, Josh.  I think 9 

that's something the board needs to address.  10 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yeah.  I think we're going to go 11 

back and draft this policy.  Or that's what I hope we do.  12 

I hope that we're going to go back, draft this policy 13 

that's going to be village-wide for travel reimbursement, 14 

and then that's going to be the policy. 15 

MR. BRENT DODGE:  Can I interject something here 16 

real quick please? 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah, Chief. 18 

MR. WALKER:  Hi, Chief.  Hey, Chief. 19 

MR. DODGE:  Hi.  I've heard Cindy make the point 20 

several times that the Village can't pay tax.  But, Josh, 21 

didn't you have a conversation with the comptroller 22 

wherein they said that the Village absolutely can 23 

reimburse an employee for sales tax that they incurred for 24 

meals? 25 

MR. BILEK:  That's correct, Chief.  When I 26 
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talked to Ms. Fisher, she said that the –- the comptroller 1 

stated that they're not paying the tax.  They're 2 

reimbursing the employee who is not tax exempt. 3 

MR. DODGE:  And Lieutenant O'Hara got that in 4 

writing from the Comptroller's Office, correct? 5 

MR. BILEK:  Correct. 6 

MR. DODGE:  Okay.  So the assertion that the 7 

village can't pay that sales tax on the meal is not 8 

correct.  And the notion that you can't reimburse for a 9 

tip based on the total amount really doesn't make much 10 

sense based on that either. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  And I believe under this special 12 

circumstance that is presented, they're saying that they 13 

would reimburse. 14 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  So I think all these 15 

discussions we're having tonight in regards to what the 16 

chief brought up, what Josh had brought up, what Cindy has 17 

done over the years - we need to just take all this and 18 

put it all together and kind of come up with a plan here 19 

going forward that basically says this is what we're going 20 

to do, this is what we do.  And then there won't be any 21 

more questions going forward. 22 

Who would like to take on this task and work on 23 

this policy?  Ben, you want to work with John and possibly 24 

work with Josh and Chief on this?  They seem to have a lot 25 
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of information in regards to this. 1 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yeah.  I think that sounds good.  2 

John? 3 

MR. WALKER:  The question that I raise is when 4 

did we stop?  When did we stop reimbursing the people who 5 

travel for the entire amount of the check and removing the 6 

tax? 7 

MR. DEEMIE:  I'm not sure, John.  It was a 8 

number of years back.  That discussion was done in the 9 

work session.  I don't know. 10 

MR. DODGE:  It was in 2018. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  Yes. 12 

MR. DODGE:  When someone had a problem with 13 

reimbursing from the tax.  Because for decades prior to 14 

that, the Village reimburses for the sales tax on the meal 15 

but not the tip.  Then in 2018 someone raised an issue 16 

with that and the policy flip-flopped into reimbursing for 17 

the tip but no longer for the tax which in reality all 18 

along was a completely legally reimbursable charge.  So as 19 

a result of that, the Village actually ends up paying more 20 

money because the sales tax, as we all know, isn't 20 21 

percent. 22 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Right. 23 

MR. DODGE:  So the Village ended up actually 24 

paying more as a result of the stink that was caused 25 
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there.  And now little things are coming up because 1 

there's really been a second stink caused by -- we finally 2 

found out that this whole time, since 2018, the tip 3 

amounts have been adjusted on the pre-tax subtotal - not 4 

the whole thing - without the knowledge of anybody really 5 

in the police department.  So it kind of caused some more 6 

controversy, I guess. 7 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah.  I don't know if that was 8 

ever discussed at the board level either, Chief. 9 

MR. WALKER:  No.  I know the limit on the tip 10 

was discussed.  But eliminating the tax, I don't know 11 

whether that was ever discussed or not. 12 

MS. KENNERUP:  We discussed it in an executive 13 

session. 14 

MR. MEANEY:  I don't believe I was on the board 15 

when that transpired. 16 

MR. GIBLIN:  All I recall is discussing the tip 17 

amount, and because of it being an excessive tip on the 18 

amount, that's what was the discussion.  And that's when 19 

we set a limit of 20 percent.  What that 20 percent was 20 

on, I don't think that was discussed at all. 21 

MS. KENNERUP:  Well, I'm simply saying again 22 

what I said now. 23 

MR. GIBLIN:  Okay. 24 

MR. MEANEY:  May I just say this?  I think it 25 
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would involve more than just the police department because 1 

other departments do travel and do go training.  Maybe the 2 

committee drafts a plan up, then it gets reviewed, and 3 

then pass that on to all the department heads.  Then look 4 

at what the draft is and see what info can be gained. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  No, no.  Absolutely.  The only 6 

reason I said why don’t they work with Josh and Chief is 7 

because they seem to have a lot of information on this 8 

that they can use to draft the plan.  But we definitely 9 

would put the plan out to the whole board, the whole 10 

Village, department heads and make sure it works for 11 

everybody.  It was just that they seem to have some 12 

upfront information that would help us draft the plan.  13 

That's all that was. 14 

It isn't just for them to come up with a plan 15 

and that's it.  No.  It would have to go to all department 16 

heads, go through board approval and everything too.  So, 17 

yeah, it's just that they seem to have done some legwork 18 

that we might as well use it to help draft the plan 19 

instead of redoing it.  That's all I was looking at there. 20 

MS. KENNERUP:  It is village-wide and it would 21 

affect the travel request, the travel voucher when it's 22 

sent out.  I know when I spoke to the Village auditor, he 23 

said the Village does not have to pay mileage.  We do not 24 

have to reimburse mileage and any meals.  And if you 25 
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wanted to go to per diem, he said he does have many 1 

municipalities that go that route.  He said that is by far 2 

the easiest route to go.  He said ultimately whatever you 3 

do needs to be on your travel voucher. 4 

MR. GIBLIN:  And we certainly need -- 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  Go ahead, Clark. 6 

MR. GIBLIN:  I was just going to say we 7 

certainly need a policy obviously, you know.  And I agree 8 

with Ben a hundred percent. 9 

MR. DEEMIE:  I think we need to.  When we do 10 

draft policy, we draft maybe options in that policy so the 11 

board can look at it.  Like a per diem option versus the 12 

current option versus maybe some other option if there's a 13 

hybrid type option of some sort out there.  So see what 14 

you guys can come up with and, you know, we'll go from 15 

there. 16 

I mean at this point, yeah, we'll make sure you 17 

get reimbursed for your tax for that one credit card 18 

transaction.  I mean I guess the board, in regard to 19 

months going forward for now until we have the policy, 20 

leave the tip the way it is.  Or we're tipping on the full 21 

amount minus alcohol, like we've done before, at times.  22 

Or how does the board want it?  Just so Cindy knows and 23 

everybody knows going forward. 24 

MR. WALKER:  I personally think that we should 25 
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reimburse, you know, the tip on the entire amount and not 1 

just on the non-taxable items.  Tax is part of the food 2 

and I think that's what we should do. 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  Okay.  And alcohol too, John? 4 

MR. WALKER:  No alcohol. 5 

MR. GIBLIN:  I would encourage a separate bill, 6 

you know, for any alcohol purchase for this time.  And 7 

maybe we can put that into the document. 8 

MR. DEEMIE:  They're usually pretty good about 9 

taking the alcohol off the bills.  It slips through once 10 

in a while, but typically that's taken care of. 11 

MR. GIBLIN:  I agree. 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  I know Marty's feeling.  He says no 13 

tips at all.  So that's what his thought is.  It's just --  14 

MR. MEANEY:  Yeah, I've been consistent with 15 

tips. 16 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Twenty percent cap. 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  I guess going forward, Cindy, from 18 

now until Josh and Chief and everybody get this policy in 19 

place --  20 

MR. KENNERUP:  Ben just said 20 percent cap, but 21 

20 percent cap on what? 22 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Right. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, the 20 percent cap on --  24 

MS. KENNERUP:  On what? 25 
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MR. DEEMIE:  -- the complete bill. 1 

MS. KENNERUP:  On the complete bill? 2 

MR. DEEMIE:  Complete bill minus alcohol. 3 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Right, what the mayor said. 4 

MR. GIBLIN:  Correct. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  The complete bill minus alcohol.  6 

Okay?  So that's what we'll -- is that okay, Josh?  Is 7 

that what you're looking for?  Is that for going forward? 8 

MR. BILEK:  Yeah, that works for me.  Like I 9 

say, that's the $1.33 that I discussed.  That was that 20 10 

percent on the pre-tax amount.  And that's where, like the 11 

chief said, the stink arose. 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  So we'll do that going 13 

forward until we get the policy in place and everybody 14 

agrees on the policy and what we have there.  We'll get 15 

you reimbursed for your tax, you know, for the PBA card 16 

that you used.  And we'll move forward from there.  So Ben 17 

and John and guys, work on that.  Maybe you can have 18 

something in by our next meeting or the meeting after 19 

that.  Because once we hit June, we only have one meeting 20 

in June and July.  So the sooner we can get some of these 21 

things done, the better. 22 

MR. BILEK:  The websites that I gave you guys is 23 

full of that information. 24 

MR. DEEMIE:  Okay.  Thank you, Josh. 25 
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MR. BILEK:   Thank you. 1 

MR. WALKER:  Greg, I'm on vacation for the next 2 

two weeks.  So I probably won't be at our next meeting. 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  All right.  Well, we can plan on 4 

the meeting after that, then we'd come up with something.  5 

I'll give you a month to put something together.  All 6 

right. 7 

MR. GIBLIN:  Thanks, Josh. 8 

MR. DEEMIE:  Thanks, Josh.  He left already. 9 

Thanks, Chief. 10 

MR. WALKER:  Thanks, Chief.  Thanks, Josh. 11 

MR. DODGE:  Thank you.  Thank you, everybody. 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  Let's see.  I don't see Josh.  Josh 13 

is going to talk to us, but we're waiting for Dee to come 14 

in first before we go in to talk with Josh.  So we're 15 

going to wait a little bit for Dee.  I told her 6:30. 16 

I got a couple of things that we can go over on 17 

the -- I got a call from Mary Kay.  I think I've forwarded 18 

it already.  But they want to do that senior parade again 19 

this year like they did last year where they had the cars 20 

drive from the high school, down and around the park, and 21 

out.  Trying to do a big to-do for all the seniors and 22 

everything.  I told her I'd bring it in front of the board 23 

to see what the board thought.  If there's any issues.  24 

Well, we didn't pass a resolution for it last year because 25 
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I think it came like last minute.  But I don't know if we 1 

really need to do that per se.  I mean --  2 

MR. GIBLIN:  I have no problem with it. 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  I don't know if they filled out a 4 

parks permit last year.  I think we just said, yeah, go 5 

ahead and do it because it was so last minute.  They've 6 

got all the insurance and all that, you know, everything 7 

in place.  The police escorted them down last time.  Fire 8 

shut off some of the streets.  Police shut off streets.  9 

They had all kinds of people out there for it.  It really 10 

was really nice.  It went really well.  So I don't see any 11 

issues with it. 12 

Cheryl, do you think there's anything we really 13 

should do this year since we got kind of a heads up?  The 14 

18th of June is when they're planning it. 15 

MS. SACCO:  We have a precedent of doing the 16 

motion.  I mean I like consistency in what we do.  But if 17 

the board wants to just get a consensus, they can do that 18 

as well.  I prefer the motions but --  19 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, I do too.  I don't think it 20 

would hurt to do a resolution, you know, permitting them 21 

to hold their senior parade starting at the high school 22 

and down in Northside Park, through Northside Park and 23 

back out.  They'll make sure they have all their insurance 24 

and all their safety things in place that they need to do.  25 
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I don't see it's going to hurt.  Because it gives us time 1 

to do it this time, so I'm good with that.  I think the 2 

board's probably all right with that. 3 

MR. MEANEY:  I'm good. 4 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yeah.  It's fine here. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  All right.  So we'll just have to 6 

have somebody write up a resolution for it, Cheryl. 7 

MS. SACCO:  Yeah.  And I think I did it last 8 

year.  I don't know if it was a ratification, but I think 9 

we did something last year. 10 

MR. DEEMIE:  We put something together but we 11 

never -- I don't think.  Kim couldn't find any resolutions 12 

we ratified on it.  I looked too.  I couldn't find 13 

anything. 14 

MS. SACCO:  Okay. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Let's see what other things here to 16 

discuss.  We did that.  We did that.  I guess I don't have 17 

as much as I thought.  I guess, a motion to go into 18 

executive session to discuss the sale or acquisition of 19 

property and legal advice. 20 

MR. MEANEY:  So moved. 21 

MR. DEEMIE:  A second? 22 

MR. GIBLIN:  I second. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  All those in favor? 24 

VOICES:  Aye. 25 
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MR. DEEMIE:  Opposed?  I probably shouldn't have 1 

said -- okay. 2 

MS. SACCO:  Here they come. 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  All the people out in the waiting 4 

room.  Yeah, who's all? 5 

MR. GIBLIN:  Hi, Josh.  Hi, Dee.  Hi, Tom. 6 

MR. MEANEY:  Good evening, folks.  Welcome back, 7 

Tom. 8 

MR. WALKER:  Hi, everybody. 9 

MR. DEEMIE:  What I'm going to do now is I want 10 

-- Josh has some things he wants to discuss with us in 11 

regards to some hiring in DPW.  Part of that discussion in 12 

regards to garbage, tagging garbage, you had that with him 13 

the other day, Marty. 14 

MR. MEANY:  Sure. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  So we will try to discuss some of 16 

that.  So why don't you, because the hiring has changed a 17 

little bit from the discussion we had in our last meeting 18 

in regards to how we're going to move personnel around.  19 

That's why it's on the agenda the way it is.  So I was 20 

going to let Josh speak to that. 21 

MR. JOSH HOLLAND:  All right.  So I'm up. 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah, you’re up. 23 

MR. HOLLAND:  Rosanna is going to come upstairs 24 

to help Kim while Kim is transitioning.  She's going to 25 
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just do the things because Kim is going to be up and back 1 

training the new girl downstairs, and trying to learn what 2 

she's -- you know, all of her duties as well.  So we're 3 

trying to make the transition easier for everyone and 4 

bring Rosanna upstairs for a while. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  Just let me add to that.  Rosanna 6 

is going to be coming back full time upstairs to 7 

transition with Kim.  She has been reinstated by Civil 8 

Service as an account clerk.  So we've got the civil 9 

service part out of the way with that.  Because when you 10 

come back full time, you have to be civil service.  So, go 11 

ahead, Josh.  You want to speak to what we're going to do 12 

down the road transition-wise? 13 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yeah.  The plan down the road 14 

would be to hire a fulltime person to fill Tara's job that 15 

she left open and because Rosanna is only going to be here 16 

probably the rest of the year.  And that will give also 17 

Kim time to train everyone.  So Rosanna can handle the 18 

things because she's been around before.  And then Rosanna 19 

will transition into a part-time role a few hours a day 20 

just, you know, while the trash guys are out to take care 21 

of the phones.  Eventually, she'll go back to Florida and 22 

be gone again.  So that's the plan, is before the end of 23 

the year to get a new Tara and have two fulltime people 24 

upstairs. 25 
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MR. MEANY:  And Tara was full time, correct, 1 

Josh? 2 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yes sir. 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  Thank you.  And then we're looking 4 

to hire, as you saw on there, Ms. Murphy to fill in or to 5 

take over for Kim downstairs.  She realizes that the 6 

position could only be until the end of the year.  7 

Depending on what the new administration does coming in 8 

after the 31st.  And she was fine with that. 9 

MR. MEANEY:  Mayor, I'm confused with the $14 an 10 

hour starting wage though.  What are part-timers making 11 

now? 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  We figured this is a confidential 13 

secretary type of position.  It's a little higher end, a 14 

little more importance to it that we would pay a little 15 

more for that position.  And since it's only temporary 16 

until the end of the year more than likely, that's what we 17 

thought is a fair dollar amount. 18 

MR. MEANEY:  I'm just saying because we, again, 19 

try to maintain treating everybody across the board 20 

evenly.  I don't know if now Greg Thomas is going to come 21 

back and say well, you know, my part-time clerks are 22 

confidential and really important and they're more so 23 

important than this clerk and that clerk is not as 24 

important.  Then that creates a whole lot of animosity.  25 
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That's all. 1 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, I guess we'll cross that 2 

bridge.  But I felt being a confidential secretary and 3 

being a very temporary position, I understand your point 4 

but we've talked about it many times.  So thank you. 5 

MS. KENNERUP:  Typically for the mayor’s 6 

secretary we did pay more. 7 

MR. MEANEY:  Okay. 8 

MR. DEEMIE:  So it's just been for quite a while 9 

now that a person has been upstairs and downstairs.  You 10 

know, split between the two once Judy left.  So it's kind 11 

of a --  12 

MR. GIBLIN:  This is all new.  We didn't realize 13 

there were two people leaving.  We only thought one person 14 

was leaving, right? 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Correct. 16 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yeah. 17 

MR. GIBLIN:  It turned into two in the time 18 

being. 19 

MR. HOLLAND:  She showed up on a Monday and 20 

handed me her immediate resignation and packed her things 21 

and left.  So that was really unforeseen. 22 

MR. GIBLIN:  Got you. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  And Josh, since the one resolution 24 

is on here tonight, if you want to explain that to the 25 
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board.  I think we've already discussed it, that it has to 1 

do with the air stripper. 2 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yeah.  It's Resolution number 60 3 

on our agenda guys.  Its Scope of Work number 7.  And 4 

Utility Service Company is just a company that does our 5 

tank maintenance and upkeep already.  This is just to add 6 

the air strippers to that same program. 7 

MR. DEEMIE:  And everybody, if you guys remember 8 

what the air strippers are and where they are and what 9 

they're used for.  Right? 10 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yeah.  We put it in the budget and 11 

we discussed it then.  So I don't think there's any issue.  12 

You guys know it was coming. 13 

MR. DEEMIE:  Before we get into the other thing, 14 

if you want to talk real quick too on 14 Brady.  And then 15 

if you have some idea with the creek behind Red's a little 16 

bit, just real quick on those because I know we've talked 17 

about those quite a bit lately. 18 

MR. HOLLAND:  Brady is the one with the (audio 19 

glitch) right on the sidewalk? 20 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah, sir. 21 

MR. HOLLAND:  Okay.  To me, there's no immediate 22 

danger to drain the structure like there is on the next 23 

street over.  On Spruce, we're literally digging sediment 24 

out of the drainage structure.  And on Brady, the slope is 25 
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not collapsing like that yet.  It seemed to be stable when 1 

I was out there.  I don't know how far it's moved because 2 

I don't have any history.  Those sidewalk blocks have been 3 

gone for quite a while though I think.  And I know there's 4 

more buried under there, so I don't understand the reason 5 

to remove them in the first place.  And secondly, one of 6 

them is attached to a drain structure.  So I don't want to 7 

touch that one. 8 

MR. MEANY:  Yeah.  Josh, she said she got 9 

permission years back but never did it.  So I said, well, 10 

if we could produce that letter, that would be awesome.  11 

She just wanted to expand her front yard.  That was the 12 

basis for her seeking the removal of the three sidewalk 13 

blocks. 14 

MR. HOLLAND:  Okay.  Now the code states -- and 15 

it doesn't really matter down there.  But the code states 16 

that that part between the sidewalk and the curb is 17 

technically part of our right of way because it's a snow 18 

storage area.  I don't think that actually matters on the 19 

dead end street, but I know that that's part of it as 20 

well.  That that's supposed to be there.  And if she wants 21 

to expand the yard, I mean that sidewalk goes to nowhere.  22 

But it was there.  I don't see a reason -- does she want 23 

to remove it?  Does she want us to remove it? 24 

MR. MEANY:  I think she was going to undertake 25 
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everything. 1 

MR. HOLLAND:  Okay. 2 

MR. MEANY:  But I'm not 100 percent sure. 3 

MR. HOLLAND:  But you're right.  If she can find 4 

me a letter that said that we gave her permission before, 5 

then okay.  But the one where the drain structure is, I 6 

prefer we don't do that one. 7 

MR. DEEMIE:  Sure.  Now you told me you were 8 

thinking about doing some kind of work to keep it up from 9 

sliding down more.  Just kind of give the board an idea. 10 

MR. HOLLAND:  What we're doing on Spruce Street, 11 

because it was in the drainage structures there, I'm 12 

adding two-foot retaining wall blocks to the end of our 13 

street there.  We're going to push the wall, push the hill 14 

back some.  And we're going to put riprap on top of it 15 

because it will help stabilize the slope and will stop 16 

erosion and a quick (sounds like) coming.  As Brady gets 17 

worse, I'll do the same thing.  It's all -- 18 

MR. GIBLIN:  How long will that stop -- how long 19 

will that hold it up for, Josh? 20 

MR. HOLLAND:  Concrete is supposed to be good 21 

for 100 years.  So barring any major, major floods or 22 

issues down there, it shouldn't be a big deal.  I looked 23 

at the drainage, and the computer, man, the whole parking 24 

lot drains over that hillside and down into those drainage 25 
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structures.  So it's just dragging sediment down with it.  1 

It's always been like that.  There's no real way to stop 2 

it. 3 

Bob did a lot of research a few years ago on who 4 

actually owns that property.  But then everything states 5 

that we can act to protect our infrastructure.  So I felt 6 

that that was best because I don't really feel like 7 

messing with the storm sewer.  It's easier to put some 8 

retaining the wall blocks in and spend $600 on it just to, 9 

you know. 10 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah. 11 

MR. HOLLAND:  Try to (audio glitch) that storm 12 

sewer every two weeks over there. 13 

MR. GIBLIN:  From what I remember looking at it 14 

with Bob, Josh, a lot of it is the two properties that are 15 

the last property of the street.  Correct?  It kind of 16 

goes up into that hill a little bit? 17 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yes.  But our street, our right of 18 

way is 25 feet from the centerline.  The part of the hill 19 

that I'm putting a wall in front of is only our property.  20 

It's the street and it's the back of the curb.  It's going 21 

to be midpoint of the retaining wall block.  So we will be 22 

on Village property the entire time.  I'm not doing 23 

something for those homeowners.  If they want to extend 24 

that wall, they can do that.  But I'm not doing that. 25 
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MR. GIBLIN:  Got you.  Okay.  Thank you. 1 

MR. DEEMIE:  All right.  I guess the other thing 2 

is in regards to -- the big question is 17 Ackley Avenue 3 

has been a concern.  George had called me on that numerous 4 

times.  I guess he called you on it, Marty, in regards.  5 

Did he mentioned that he already talked to me about it 6 

numerous times? 7 

MR. HOLLAND:  And me. 8 

MR. MEANY:  I think he said he talked to Josh.  9 

He didn't mention that he talked to you, Mayor. 10 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah, he told me numerous times I 11 

talked to Josh.  It's been on our radar for quite a while.  12 

I know you had some concerns in regards to talking with 13 

Josh in regards to the tagging, and the timing, and the 14 

cost.  So we just wanted to talk to that a little bit, I 15 

guess.  And, you know, it's true.  I mean you tag it on a 16 

Friday, our 24 hours is –-  17 

We're not looking again until Monday because we 18 

don't do callings on weekends.  So it makes it kind of 19 

tough people do that.  And it's happened the whole time 20 

I've been in office.  I've gotten calls on it all the 21 

time.  It's been a battle for years.  You know, it's just 22 

the cost of calling the guy in on the weekend if we tag it 23 

on a Friday.  Then we call him to come check on Saturday 24 

and they've taken it back, then we've called the guy in 25 
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for nothing.  But it all depends.  I don't know what your 1 

other thoughts were on that.  I know Josh had talked to 2 

Dee about it in regards to -- I know you mentioned you 3 

wanted to –- you go tag it, I guess. 4 

MR. MEANY:  Yeah. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  Authority-wise, we're not allowed 6 

to do that. 7 

MR. MEANY:  But we could change the code.  That 8 

gives us that authority.  Can't we? 9 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, the thing is, okay, if you 10 

want to tag it on Saturday, who's going to check it on 11 

Sunday?  You? 12 

MR. MEANY:  I'll go back and check it on Sunday. 13 

MR. DEEMIE:  And then if it's still there, 14 

you're going to pick the garbage? 15 

MR. MEANY:  It gets picked on Monday. 16 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, it would get picked on 17 

Monday.  But then they would get billed the same way as 18 

they would have gotten billed if it was tagged on Friday.  19 

It wouldn't really change anything.  If they got tagged 20 

Friday, it still would get picked Monday. 21 

MR. MEANY:  Right.  But they're not getting 22 

billed for it now because the conception or the idea is 23 

that that, okay, we leave it 5:00.  I'm just using 5:00.  24 

I know it was before that on Friday.  We don't come back 25 
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in until 6:30 on Monday.  Then we don't have that -- that 1 

48-hour period is not covered.  So we can't tag it on a 2 

Saturday because we're not here on Saturday.  We can't tag 3 

it on a Sunday because we're not here on Sunday.  In 4 

theory their normal day is Tuesday.  So that means that 5 

garbage that's set out there is legitimate, and it's not. 6 

MR. DEEMIE:  Understood.  That happens numerous 7 

places within the Village.  It's been an ongoing issue to 8 

kind of I guess tweak the code.  I don’t know how we would 9 

tweak the code.  But any thoughts, Josh and Dee, on this? 10 

MR. HOLLAND:  I'm still sticking with exactly 11 

what I told Marty the other day.  It's going to become 12 

you're going to do this at Ackley Avenue, you might do 13 

this at that one property on Harrison Street.  That's been 14 

billed repeatedly already.  But then Joe from Jay Street 15 

is going to call and somebody from Myrtle (phonetic) 16 

Street is going to call.  I know you spent half your 17 

Saturday out doing this, Marty.  Then Sunday I'm doing 18 

this.  It's just going to be a hassle.  That's my -- 19 

MR. MEANEY:  No, and I understand that.  I thank 20 

you for the concern.  But if we try, maybe we stem some of 21 

it.  People know that they could be fined for that.  Maybe 22 

we need to change our fine structure, too, to make it 23 

really not pleasant to put your garbage out other than the 24 

enumerated days. 25 
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On Jay Street they don't get picked on Monday.  1 

You know, it's just -– or, excuse me, Tuesday.  It would 2 

only concern that area of the Village that gets picked on 3 

Tuesday, which hopefully, there's not a lot of 4 

noncompliance. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  I mean, what I see from my view is 6 

Main Street.  Because it seems like on weekends some of 7 

these apartments just dump everything out possible into 8 

the garbage cans on Main Street, that are along Main 9 

Street too.  But, Dee, what's your thoughts on some of 10 

this? 11 

MS. DARIA GOLAZESKI:  So that's an agent 12 

property.  Ackley Avenue is actually a Thursday 13 

collection, 17 Ackley. 14 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah. 15 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  I talked to my staff because 16 

this hasn't been brought to us really before this.  Two 17 

hours on overtime on a Saturday to go tag stuff.  Code 18 

says you have to make a reasonable attempt to get a hold 19 

of the property owner that you've tagged the garbage 20 

before it then gets picked.  And the question is does the 21 

tag under the code be considered a notice of violation 22 

that we can then tack on the re-inspection fees.  You know 23 

how people don't like those.  So the first time it's free.  24 

The second time in a 12-month period it's $100.  Third 25 
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time it's $150.  It goes up to $500 for the fifth time. 1 

They complain more about that.  That hits them 2 

hard, just as hard as picking the garbage special.  But 17 3 

Ackley, we've had a lot of problems there also.  We've had 4 

a lot of problems with that one.  Unfortunately, they own 5 

a lot of properties.  But 17 Ackley is a Thursday 6 

collection.  We can make sure we go by Friday.  Or we'll 7 

have a long talk with the property manager and talk to him 8 

about the issue and how he's going to start getting fined 9 

with re-inspection fees.  It's more effective than taking 10 

them to court on it, that's for sure. 11 

MR. MEANEY:  Oh, I agree. 12 

MR. HOLLAND:  Can we do the same thing, Dee, 13 

with 180 Harrison Street? 14 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  Yeah.  Barry (phonetic) does 15 

work this property. 16 

(Interposing) 17 

MR. HOLLAND:  We've billed him already for 18 

picking on the off day. 19 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  So the tag would be considered a 20 

notice of violation, Cheryl, under the solid waste code.  21 

Every time we have to special pick it, can we tack on a 22 

re-inspection fee, is the question.  Because that will 23 

improve the --  24 

MS. SACCO:  You and I both know that that's 25 
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questionable whether it's reasonable notice.  You know, I 1 

would like to say it is especially if we already placed in 2 

a phone call and just telling them if we have a number. 3 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  We have the number and an email 4 

for them. 5 

MR. HOLLAND:  We've sent extra bills.  Nothing 6 

worked at that particular property.  17 Ackley is a fairly 7 

new thing.  It's only a couple of weeks.  It's been 8 

ongoing. 9 

MR. MEANY:  Dee, can we change the code?  I mean 10 

not even the re-inspection fee?  But we charge now to pick 11 

it.  So that's our cost, correct? 12 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  Yeah. 13 

MR. MEANY:  Are those guys on straight time or 14 

it's the end of the shift and they should be off duty at 15 

the time they have? 16 

MR. HOLLAND:  No.  It's straight time generally.  17 

A lot of the times it ends up being the foreman who does 18 

the special things. 19 

MR. MEANY:  Okay.  I mean do we put a service 20 

charge on a special pick?  Can we do that?  Because if the 21 

charges is what's getting them, then that's where I think 22 

that's our most effective tool to try to stem this. 23 

MR. HOLLAND:  But that doesn't solve the issue 24 

of, if we tag it on a Saturday, do we have to send code 25 
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out to talk to them, or do we have to pick it on a Sunday 1 

because of the 24-hour rule?  I think we need to have 2 

clarification on that, too, before we can move forward 3 

with anything else. 4 

MR. MEANY:  All right.  Just so I understand the 5 

process correctly, so say I put out garbage on Tuesday but 6 

my pick is until Thursday.  All right? 7 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yes. 8 

MR. MEANY:  So I get it tagged and then somebody 9 

has to physically contact me to let me know also? 10 

MR. HOLLAND:  We call and we send a letter.  11 

That's what the standard operating procedure is, yes.  And 12 

if it's removed within 24 hours, we don't pick it.  And 13 

like Dee said, just like Dee, we'll pick it once because 14 

you had a warning.  But the next time is a $105 charge 15 

based on the amount of garbage. 16 

MR. DEEMIE:  Okay.  And if I remember correctly, 17 

you guys, when you do tag, you take a picture of the tag 18 

that's on the bags too because --  19 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yes.  Because if it rains, the 20 

tag's not sticking on nasty garbage bags.  And we make 21 

sure that there –-  22 

(Interposing) 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, also, some people like to 24 

take the tag off and say they didn't get tagged. 25 

MR. MEANY:  Exactly.  Right. 26 
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MS. GOLAZESKI:  We also take a picture of the 1 

amount of the garbage.  So you take the close up shot and 2 

the wider shot showing the tag on the large quantity of 3 

garbage. 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  I believe we've all seen those 5 

pictures in the few years we've been in office here.  So, 6 

yeah. 7 

MR. MEANEY:  I was just looking to try to help, 8 

you know, solve the ongoing problems.  That's all. 9 

MR. DEEMIE:  Though, understood, it's been an 10 

ongoing problem for a long time.  I mean it gets better 11 

for a while.  Then all of a sudden it seemed to kick back 12 

up again.  I think it all depends on who you have in these 13 

places too. 14 

MR. MEANEY:  It's that small house in the  15 

back --  16 

MR. DEEMIE:  Exactly.  Yes. 17 

MR. MEANEY:  -- that's putting the garbage out. 18 

MR. DEEMIE:  Correct. 19 

MR. MEANEY:  And I guess, from what I'm told, 20 

they have after-hours parties.  So when the party breaks 21 

up, they just dump the stuff on the curb. 22 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  It's the first time I'm hearing 23 

that. 24 

MR. MEANY:  Yeah.  Then they do it all over 25 

again on a Saturday night. 26 
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MR. HOLLAND:  That happened a few times as far 1 

as I know.  And we've taken care of both times now. 2 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  I'll have a call with the 3 

property manager tomorrow and certainly discuss that 4 

situation. 5 

MR. MEANY:  Okay. 6 

MR. HOLLAND:  All right. 7 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  I'm going to let him know that 8 

he's going to start getting re-inspection fees. 9 

MR. DEEMIE:  Thank you. 10 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  Okay? 11 

MR. DEEMIE:  Thank you, Dee. 12 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  Then we can swing by Friday.  13 

Gary lives in that area.  I'll have him swing home a 14 

little early.  He can always swing by to take a picture.  15 

We'll leave a message with Public Works that we did. 16 

MR. HOLLAND:  Usually there's been a Saturday 17 

night party from my understanding. 18 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  One of us is around on the 19 

weekend.  We can swing by. 20 

MR. HOLLAND:  Okay. 21 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  Because we'd rather go to that 22 

than get called at 4:00 in the morning to a drunken party 23 

with a property full of human feces. 24 

MR. HOLLAND:  Fair enough. 25 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  We don't make this up. 26 
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MR. DEEMIE:  No.  No.  Nope.  All right.  Well, 1 

thank you.  Not to put you on the spot again, Josh, but 2 

Red's Kettle Inn, did you have anything on the creek you 3 

wanted to let the board -- I know we've talked about that 4 

a little bit.  There's been a lot of emails from people in 5 

regards to it.  No matter how many the board has gotten on 6 

this.  We've kind of forwarded them on to the board.  I 7 

know Marty's been over there.  It's got a lot of stone in 8 

it right now, but it changes every time you go over there.  9 

So go ahead, Josh. 10 

MR. HOLLAND:  So the letter that I wrote, after 11 

the last email from Mr. Motsavage, to all the county 12 

legislators as well.  I reached out to Chip McElwee, who 13 

is the director of Soil and Water, a week or two before 14 

that because we rented this excavator to clean the ditches 15 

and I thought maybe I could do that as well. 16 

But a research into the DEC code, there are laws 17 

there that says that I can't go within six inches of the 18 

top of the water.  Chip has a very good history with that 19 

particular bridge.  He drives over it a lot.  He keeps an 20 

eye on it because it's been an issue because that channel 21 

is an auxiliary channel from overflow upstream.  So he 22 

monitors that channel regularly for the DEC and the Army 23 

Corps of Engineers. 24 

So what he said is we need to wait for a dry 25 

time later this summer, when we've had a couple of weeks 26 
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without rain.  That it will drop by another six inches to 1 

a foot, that water level will, and be a trickle through 2 

there basically.  And then we can really do some good 3 

work. 4 

When it rained for a couple of days last week, I 5 

went to check that bridge around 7:00 at night.  I walked 6 

up onto the sandbar with no issue.  The water was flowing 7 

just fine.  It was coming out of the pipes that comes from 8 

over by the Walmart just fine.  Everything was perfect.  9 

It's not eroding the bank at all.  It's not threatening 10 

the bridge or any of the properties around there at all as 11 

far as I can see even in a wet weather event. 12 

So for now there's no panic.  Just like Marty 13 

had told you guys at Christmas time and just like I told 14 

everyone since then, I'm monitoring the situation.  If it 15 

gets bad, I'll take care of it as soon as I can.  But 16 

until then, we're going to stick with it and try to do the 17 

right thing this summer, to do the best job. 18 

MR. MEANEY:  And that's what we expressed to Mr. 19 

Sobiech (phonetic) too.  I haven't received any other 20 

calls from him since we were there that day, Josh.  He was 21 

happy with that. 22 

MR. HOLLAND:  Right.  It's just Jerry Motsavage.  23 

I signed with CFJ Park.  He dragged me over there to look 24 

at it.  He seems to be the loud one at the moment.  But my 25 

answer hasn't changed just because he's upset. 26 
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MR. MEANEY:  He lives in Binghamton, back on the 1 

other side of -- is it Binghamton or even Prospect 2 

Terrace?  He's not even in the Village. 3 

MR. HOLLAND:  He lives on Market Street. 4 

MR. MEANEY:  Right. 5 

MR. HOLLAND:  You were there the first time.  He 6 

was complaining about it flooded.  It doesn’t flood.  7 

Everyone explained that that was the river backing up and 8 

that the river controls those stream levels.  There's 9 

nothing we can do about the river. 10 

MR. MEANEY:  Well, he's taking about when it 11 

flooded -- it didn't flood over there in '11.  It flooded 12 

over there -- in '06 we had a rain event.  It rained like 13 

seven inches within an hour. 14 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  November. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah. 16 

MR. HOLLAND:  That will flood it. 17 

MR. MEANEY:  Oh, hell.  Yeah.  And that never 18 

flooded in '11.  In '06 and '11 it didn't flood.  But 19 

after that, with that seven-inch event, it flooded. 20 

MR. HOLLAND:  And events like that are going to 21 

clean out whatever's under the bridge.  You weren't going 22 

to stop the flood no matter how good that bridge was. 23 

MR. MEANEY:  No. 24 

MR. HOLLAND:  Or how clean that was.  And the 25 

other thing based on the stuff I showed you also, Marty, 26 
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earlier this year, Bob's research and talks with our 1 

Village attorneys, right around the bridge is the 2 

immediate area that we'll take care of.  Other than that, 3 

I'm not in the -- just like on Spruce Street, I'm not in 4 

the practice of taking care of people's backyards for 5 

them. 6 

MR. MEANEY:  No.  I think everybody focuses on 7 

the bridge.  I think once that's taken care of, it's going 8 

to be a homerun. 9 

MR. HOLLAND:  Right. 10 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  Don't forget there's a waterline 11 

under that bridge. 12 

MR. HOLLAND:  It has come to my knowledge that 13 

it's a county bridge.  There's some agreement that there 14 

isn't any paper on.  Leslie Bolton (phonetic) found some 15 

emails between Bob and her predecessor that the county put 16 

a new superstructure on that bridge and took it over, but 17 

we agreed to still clean out underneath it. 18 

MR. DEEMIE:  So it's their responsibility. 19 

MR. HOLLAND:  The understanding then -- which I 20 

don't know.  She said it was a 2007 email I think.  The 21 

understanding then was that we're only allowed to do what 22 

we could reach from the banks. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  Correct.  That was what I was 24 

always told. 25 

MR. HOLLAND:  I'll revisit that with Soil and 26 
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Water and the DEC to see if we can get under there with a 1 

Bobcat like they did in the '90s.  But I don't know the 2 

answer to that one yet. 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  Okay.  Thank you, Josh. 4 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yeah. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  Anything else for Josh or Dee while 6 

we have them here? 7 

MR. MEANY:  Hey, Dee, it's Marty.  Is that 401 8 

Riverside Drive, is that the first time that's come up on 9 

your radar? 10 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  This year, yeah. 11 

MR. MEANY:  Okay. 12 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  We just want to know if you've 13 

done battles with them. 14 

MR. MEANY:  Okay. 15 

MR. GIBLIN:  What is it?  Just the trucks, 16 

Marty? 17 

MR. MEANY:  No.  There are boats there.  There 18 

are old buses.  There's a whole bunch of --  19 

MR. WALKER:  Yeah.  I saw it the other day. 20 

MR. MEANY:  It had some people living across the 21 

street, people living on -- I don't know if it's -- I 22 

think Bernice (phonetic) in Theron called me and said, 23 

hey, listen, this is turning into a junkyard over here. 24 

MR. WALKER:  It's like parked tractors. 25 

MR. MEANY:  Yeah. 26 
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MR. GIBLIN:  It looks like that the tractors 1 

were in that bad a shape, didn't they? 2 

MR. WALKER:  No, some of them are good. 3 

MR. MEANY:  Some were registered and some 4 

aren't.  Behind the building there's a lot of crap.  There 5 

are a couple of RVs on the side.  I didn't see if that was 6 

registered because I wasn't going to go on the property.  7 

But the pictures I sent, I took from underneath the 201 8 

Bridge.  You could see on there that there's no -- you 9 

know, the inspection is -- or registration expired in 10 

2019. 11 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  That doesn't mean it's not 12 

registered though because we found people don't always put 13 

their registration on.  So we have to run the plates. 14 

MR. MEANY:  But is that a permissible use, 15 

anyway, for storage of their tractor trailers like that? 16 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  (Interposing) but there was 17 

limits as to what they could do. 18 

MR. MEANY:  Okay. 19 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  I have a note that we'll put up 20 

the files.  So you know, I'll go through it tomorrow to 21 

figure out what's what and go from there. 22 

MR. MEANY:  I thank you. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  Anything else? 24 

MR. MEANY:  Dee, are you still counting down? 25 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  Yes, Marty. 26 
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MR. MEANY:  Not thinking of changing your mind, 1 

huh? 2 

MR. HOLLAND:  Thirty-four days now, right? 3 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  No, I'm not changing my mind.  4 

The clientele have changed so drastically and the 5 

condition is, you know, within two hours on Monday I will 6 

certainly be sued three times. 7 

MR. MEANY:  Oh, my god. 8 

MS. GOLAZESKI:  I mean your job is not always 9 

the best thing to do I guess.  10 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, thank you, Dee.  Josh, are 11 

you staying on? 12 

MR. MEANY:  Thank you, Dee. 13 

MR. DEEMIE:  Are you going to stay on and read 14 

that statement or did you --  15 

MR. HOLLAND:  When is that?  I can if you need 16 

me to. 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  7:30 is when it will be.  Right 18 

after we start the meeting.  It will be when we get to the 19 

public hearing part.  We'll try at the beginning, after 20 

board minutes. 21 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yeah, I can do that. 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  Alan should be on by then.  23 

Hopefully he'll guide us in what we need to do.  Chief 24 

Dodge, did you need to talk to the board about anything?  25 

I can't remember if you needed to or not.  I see you're 26 
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still on.  Or is he?  Maybe he's not.  All right. 1 

MR. HOLLAND:  He's muted anyway. 2 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  Or maybe he walked away.  3 

He's waiting until the meeting starts.  All right.  At 4 

this point let's go over the agenda.  We got the Mayor's 5 

Announcements.  We got Board Minutes.  Hopefully we got an 6 

updated agenda.  It's supposed to be April 14th not April 7 

15th for the special meeting minutes.  For Budget Meeting, 8 

7:00.  My other statement I added, that I'll have to read 9 

when we come to the public hearing in regards to eminent 10 

domain.  Communications, Committee and Board Reports, 11 

Department Reports, Payroll and Bills Presented.  2021-53 12 

is the override.  We'll either just not vote on it.  Just 13 

let it die.  Or we vote no.  However the board feels at 14 

the time when we get to that. 15 

MR. MEANY:  Can you remove it from the agenda or 16 

not? 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  We just don't -- it's in there now.  18 

It's just all we have to do is vote no or just don't act 19 

on it.  Then it just dies.  It's best that we have it 20 

though. 21 

MR. MEANY:  Okay.  What would you prefer, no 22 

action or a no vote? 23 

MS. SACCO:  I like a no vote.  It's clear that 24 

it died. 25 

MR. MEANY:  I agree.  So we vote -- so the 26 
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motion is made to -- (interposing) 1 

MR. DEEMIE:  We'll vote no because we don't want 2 

to override it. 3 

MR. MEANY:  Correct. 4 

MS. SACCO:  Get a motion and a second.  And then 5 

no's. 6 

MR. MEANY:  Okay.  Thank you. 7 

MS. SACCO:  You're welcome. 8 

MR. DEEMIE:  You're welcome.  2021-54 is the 9 

budget.  I'm not going to read through all the numbers. 10 

MR. WALKER:  I don't recall us ever detailing it 11 

as detailed as it is this year.  Have we done that every 12 

year? 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  Yes. 14 

MALE VOICES:  Yeah. 15 

MR. WALKER:  Okay. 16 

MR. MEANY:  I believe so, John. 17 

MR. WALKER:  All right. 18 

MR. DEEMIE:  These are all the changes.  So, 19 

yeah.  And that's a lot of numbers.  I'm not reading them 20 

all.  Sorry. 21 

MR. MEANY:  I want to hear you read them all. 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  Only the last three lines.  On 55, 23 

authorize the mayor.  That's for the Target Solutions I 24 

believe.  This comes from Bob Blakeslee in regards to the 25 

EMTs because I think that's a great idea.  They'll keep 26 
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us, keep our guys in training like they should be.  Curb & 1 

Gutter, the usual.  Curb & Gutter. 2 

MR. MEANY:  Mayor, on this one, this was out to 3 

bid every three years? 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  Correct. 5 

MR. MEANY:  What year are we in on this 6 

agreement?  Do you know offhand, you or Josh? 7 

MR. DEEMIE:  Josh, is this year two or three?  8 

Oh, Josh might have left.  I'm not sure if it's two or 9 

three.  I can't remember when we last --  10 

MR. MEANY:  Okay. 11 

MR. HOLLAND:  All right.  What's up, guys? 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  The concrete resolution for Tre-13 

Gen, is this year two or three for that? 14 

MR. HOLLAND:  This is year number two.  It was 15 

renewed last year. 16 

MR. MEANY:  Okay.  Thank you, sir. 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  And 57 is to finally get a real 18 

collective bargaining agreement for the police association 19 

with everything molded together into one and then we go 20 

from there.  And 58 is the CBA between the Village and the 21 

admin unit.  And 59, on that one, I believe everybody saw 22 

the back and forth on that one.  There was a wrong head on 23 

the meter.  It was reading it incorrectly.  So we do owe 24 

these monies back to the property owner. 25 

And 60 is the air stripper, 61 is the easement 26 
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for the fiber optic line for UHS that we discussed.  And 1 

62, I'm not sure what everybody's take is on that one.  2 

That's happened to other people over the years I know of.  3 

I keep a real good eye on my water stop main equipment.  I 4 

never know what it's going to do. 5 

MR. REYNOLDS:  I think you asked what our takes 6 

were.  I would say, well, I guess I mean I know that we're 7 

not supposed to vote before we vote.  But my thought on 8 

this is that that was a person's own water softener.  We 9 

can't take responsibility for all of them.  But you 10 

mentioned something like this has happened in the past.  11 

What was the general practice on that? 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  No. 13 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Right.  That's what I thought.  14 

Yeah.  And then the next one.  I know we recently had an 15 

issue with the Postal Service.  I couldn't remember 16 

exactly what we had done in that instance. 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, in that one, yeah, we did 18 

waive the fees and the fines on some of those.  She 19 

actually had documentation that we already got.  It showed 20 

that we actually took the money out of her account. 21 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Out of her checking account, 22 

yeah. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  So we were paid on time.  It was 24 

just a problem with the mail on that one.  The other one 25 

with Jay Street, in their letter they said that we should 26 
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have notified them or somehow put something in place.  And 1 

I said, you know, I mean we're not responsible for what 2 

happens inside people's homes.  That's their 3 

responsibility. 4 

Unfortunately, as we all know, we don't see the 5 

issue until we read the meter which is already three 6 

months down the road from when the problem started or 7 

happened.  We don't even know what's going on until we do 8 

a meter read.  So we really don't have the ability to let 9 

people know.  As we've always said, it's the resident's 10 

responsibility to keep track of what's going on in their 11 

own home.  We really don't have the responsibility there.  12 

We could become liable if we do try and say things or do 13 

things or give them help in some way, shape or form. 14 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Just so we're clear.  You said 15 

that one of them, Harrison –- well, I guess they both have 16 

the last name Harrison. 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  No.  One was Moran, the 62.  And 63 18 

was Gerri Harrison.  That was the one where the Postal 19 

Service had the delivery issue. 20 

MR. MEANEY:  Right.  So that one should be 21 

waived. 22 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Maybe my agenda is wrong but --  23 

MR. GIBLIN:  I didn't see anything in -- you 24 

know, I got Mr. Moran's letter.  But I didn't see anything 25 

from Harrison's on Hill and Riverside.  Is there something 26 
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that I missed? 1 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yeah. 2 

MR. MEANEY:  I got it.  I'm pretty sure the 3 

mayor -- it was emailed to us. 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  I believe everybody should have it 5 

in their inbox. 6 

(Interposing) 7 

MR. REYNOLDS:  But you said one didn't have late 8 

fees and one did.  But they're in the same motion? 9 

MR. DEEMIE:  No.  What it is, is that the sewer 10 

bill, they want us to forgive the portion on the water 11 

sewer bill due to the faulty water softening equipment.  12 

They want us to just charge them their normal bill.  But 13 

we can't do that. 14 

The other one, they paid the bill correctly.  15 

It's just for some reason it -- they did it online, but 16 

for some reason they were getting charged fees on that, 17 

for late fees when they really weren't late for it, late 18 

with it.  I don't know why. 19 

MR. MEANY:  It was in our mailbox.  I mean I've 20 

got the hard copy of it. 21 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah, I know.  I have the one from 22 

Mr. Moran, the Police Department Annual Report, and the 23 

Town of Union Board Minutes.  But I did not -- that was 24 

not there.  Unless I could have dropped it or misplaced 25 

it. 26 



 PROCEEDING 66  

MR. WALKER:  No.  Harrison was there before, 1 

Clark.  It was before our last load of stuff. 2 

MR. GIBLIN:  Oh, maybe I have it with my other 3 

stuff.  Okay. 4 

MR. WALKER:  Yeah. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  So, yeah, we are -- on that one is, 6 

you know, we've had Postal Service delivery issues before 7 

this. 8 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah, for sure. 9 

MR. DEEMIE:  Remember bank cards were breaking 10 

on us and everything.  We had all kinds of issues with 11 

that. 12 

MR. GIBLIN:  Okay. 13 

MR. DEEMIE:  And 64 was the executive secretary 14 

for the mayor.  Then we had promoting Sergeant Mike Mason, 15 

then Rosanna Potts.  And then we have 67.  It was the 16 

budget transfers for the Sewer Board.  And the Maintenance 17 

Assessment, as we're calling it now, not audit, after 18 

yesterday's meeting is not part of this.  Okay?  This is 19 

just regular other changes in positions and salaries or 20 

however they're moving money around here for stuff.  So 21 

that's all that is. 22 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah, they're moving money around 23 

for quite a few different things. 24 

MR. WALKER:  They always do that at this time of 25 

year. 26 
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MR. DEEMIE:  Well, these are all positions.  I 1 

think they're trying to change positions or names of 2 

positions or something. 3 

MR. GIBLIN:  Right. 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  They're doing all kinds of 5 

different things with positions there.  That's all I have 6 

for the -- I was going to say budget.  Boy, am I still 7 

stuck in that mode.  Agenda.  Hopefully, after tonight 8 

we're not going to have to worry about a budget again 9 

until next year. 10 

MR. WALKER:  You know, I asked a couple of 11 

questions on the budget.  I think I got most of the 12 

answers from Cindy.  But we didn't include any of the 13 

stimulus money in the next year's budget.  Is that 14 

correct? 15 

MR. GIBLIN:  Some of it is in there. 16 

MR. DEEMIE:  We got stimulus money in there, 17 

John.  We got a million and some - $1,030,000 I think for 18 

stimulus funds. 19 

MR. WALKER:  But the question that I raised, 20 

we're supposed to get the stimulus fund before June 1st.  21 

Is that correct? 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  Right.  That will be in this 23 

year's, the current budget.  And then this will be the 24 

next year's budget.  It will just flow into the next 25 

budget from this year's budget. 26 
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MR. WALKER:  Right.  So that stimulus money 1 

we're getting now, this year, is included in next year's 2 

budget.  Correct? 3 

MS. KENNERUP:  No.  The monies that we receive 4 

this year, that will become part of your appropriated 5 

surplus.  So that is not reflected in your budget at all. 6 

MR. WALKER:  Okay. 7 

MR. DEEMIE:  That's for 2020-2021. 8 

MR. WALKER:  Correct. 9 

MS. KENNERUP:  For '21-'22 we included revenue 10 

in the amount of $1,035,000.  The balance of what we 11 

receive would also become part of your appropriated 12 

surplus. 13 

MR. WALKER:  Okay.  All right.  That clears it 14 

up.  Thank you. 15 

MS. KENNERUP:  You're welcome. 16 

MR. DEEMIE:  You're welcome.  It's confusing, I 17 

understand.  When you're going between years like that 18 

with things, it gets a little crazy.  I had another thing 19 

that came up from the insurance company.  Something for us 20 

to discuss.  I don't know if that would be an executive 21 

session.  It's in regards to adding to our health plans 22 

and upgrading our health plan.  I guess we could -- they 23 

were offering a high deductible health plan and then they 24 

wanted to upgrade the dental.  The upgrade to the dental 25 

part would be voluntary on, you know, the employee's part.  26 
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So I don't know if that would be a negotiable part of 1 

their contract.  I don't know.  Probably not. 2 

And then the other part I'm not -- Clark can 3 

talk on this a heck of a lot better than I can.  But in 4 

regards to that, I don't know if that would become part of 5 

a negotiation or a contract or not if we went to a high 6 

deductible health plan type of situation.  You guys do 7 

better with insurance than I do. 8 

MR. GIBLIN:  From my understanding, it's just an 9 

added option.  So I don't know if that contractually -- 10 

maybe Marty could help a little bit.  If you just offer it 11 

as an option, does that have anything to do or matter with 12 

the contract?  You know, I think it would be better to 13 

have Tom and Colleen in the talk about it to show you what 14 

some of the savings could possibly be. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  That'd be a good idea. 16 

MR. MEANY:  Yeah.  And as far as I believe, 17 

again, I'm not the lawyer, we're not changing the terms or 18 

conditions.  We're not altering the contract to the 19 

benefits.  We're just offering them another option.  It's 20 

not like an unconditional change in terms of the 21 

conditions of that provision. 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  Okay.  Yeah, it would probably be 23 

good to have Tom and Colleen come in and speak to us about 24 

it.  Kind of give everybody a good rundown on it.  We can 25 

invite the unions in to come in and listen, too, so they 26 
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all know what's going on and they got an idea, so we don't 1 

run into issues too. 2 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah, I think that's a better idea.  3 

A work session or on our next work session or something 4 

like that. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  Yeah, on our next work 6 

session have them come in and we'll work that out.  Let me 7 

write that down.  Yeah, probably best to do it that way.  8 

I don't have anything else right now on my list.  I mean I 9 

had some contract things, but let's see how much time do 10 

we have.  They can wait until the next meeting.  It's not 11 

a big deal.  One was a DPW contract.  Did you get an 12 

answer back on that yet, Marty? 13 

MR. MEANY:  You know, Mayor, I did not.  I was 14 

thinking of that when we were going through stuff tonight.  15 

I haven't heard from Steve.  So I will reach out to him 16 

tomorrow and see what's going on. 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  And then I had left, you 18 

know, Marty's contract in everybody's hands too.  I 19 

haven't heard anything back from anybody in regards to 20 

that.  So we can talk about that next meeting. 21 

MR. GIBLIN:  I had sent out the fire.  It looks 22 

like that's proceeding as discussed before. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  We'll see if we can get that 24 

on the next agenda. 25 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah.  I don't know how soon we 26 
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can.  But we've had some good conversation on the police 1 

on the PBA contract as well.  So hopefully that's moving 2 

in the right direction.  We can get some --  3 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, we need to get tonight's 4 

done.  We have to get tonight's done first before that can 5 

even move forward. 6 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah.  Yeah, I get it. 7 

MR. DEEMIE:  All right.  I see we've got seven 8 

minutes here.  Do we want to take a quick break before we 9 

go into our meeting and everybody be back in seven 10 

minutes? 11 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah.  Can I ask one more question 12 

on the --  just maybe a little bit of insight as to how 13 

the -- hold on, let me get back to the resolution.  It was 14 

on the wrong meters that we put in.  How did that happen? 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  It wasn’t a wrong meter.  What it 16 

was, it was the correct meter but for some reason the 17 

heads on these meters, it was a five-eighth residential 18 

meter with a three-quarter inch head on it.  So it had the 19 

wrong head mounted to it which was making it read 20 

incorrectly.  How that happened, I don't have any idea.  I 21 

didn't realize they were interchangeable.  That's kind of 22 

a bad design on the meter owner's parts to be able to do 23 

that.  You shouldn't have to be worried about that that 24 

much.  If it's a five-eighth, it uses this side.  If it's 25 

three-quarter, it uses this side.  If it's a two-inch, it 26 
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uses this side. 1 

MR. GIBLIN:  Sure.  I don't recall ever seeing 2 

that before. 3 

MR. HOLLAND:  What it is -- (interposing) 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  That's never happened before. 5 

MR. GIBLIN:  Okay.  I'm not -- I'm sorry.  Yeah, 6 

go ahead, Josh.  My concern is just how many others are 7 

like that possibly. 8 

MR. DEEMIE:  I don't know. 9 

MR. HOLLAND:  That's the first we found is the 10 

answer to that. 11 

MR. GIBLIN:  Okay. 12 

MR. HOLLAND:  It was an error based on a passing 13 

colleague (sounds like) who has since retired or 14 

something.  Apparently, he was notorious for things like 15 

that.  But the guts of the meter, basically the compound 16 

meters which are the antiquated ones that we're going to 17 

start changing now, if the head is the wrong size, then 18 

basically the waterwheel inside spins too fast.  That's in 19 

layman's terms.  And it makes the head read faster.  I 20 

don't understand all the inner workings of the meters, but 21 

that's kind of how it was explained to me.  So it was over 22 

reading on the high flow and the low flow side.  So they 23 

were overcharged over the last -- since 2011, I think, we 24 

decided. 25 

MR. DEEMIE:  But it's only calculated back to 26 
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six years.  That's all we can do. 1 

MR. HOLLAND:  Right. 2 

MR. GIBLIN:  And it goes back to the previous 3 

rates that were in place at that time? 4 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yes, based on the rate throughout 5 

the years. 6 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Yeah. 7 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah, I'm good.  Yeah, I know.  I 8 

mean --  9 

MR. HOLLAND:  (Interposing) -- the meter 10 

manufacturer to get the right mathematical equations to 11 

know how much water was used and not used based on those 12 

calculations over the years.  Then Tom did all the work to 13 

look back at the sewer rates and make sure that we charge 14 

them the right rates for each year. 15 

MR. GIBLIN:  Okay.  Yeah, I just hope there 16 

isn't a lot of them.  That's all. 17 

MR. HOLLAND:  Yeah.  Me too. 18 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yeah.  I do just have one more 19 

point of clarification.  I know I already mentioned this 20 

and I'm sorry.  But you said that on Resolution 63, they 21 

did pay the bill on time.  I couldn't find that letter you 22 

were talking about.  You said they did pay the bill on 23 

time but -- because they paid it online.  And there was 24 

some postal delivery issue.  I'm still confused where the 25 

postal delivery issue came if they paid the bill online. 26 



 PROCEEDING 74  

MR. DEEMIE:  That's what they told us.  So I 1 

have Cindy who wants to talk to that real quick.  But it's 2 

the way it came in.  When they got their bill, they saw 3 

they were being billed for a late fee for the previous 4 

bill, I believe.  And that bill had been paid online.  So 5 

why were they getting the late fee?  But somehow there was 6 

a transition where it showed up as late.  That's all I can 7 

understand. 8 

MR. GIBLIN:  But they got a late fee.  But they 9 

paid it online, I think, is how I'm hearing it. 10 

MR. MEANEY:  And maybe it was because the check 11 

didn't clear so soon.  Because sometimes -- (interposing) 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  I know it shows us taking the money 13 

out of the account on time, I believe. 14 

MR. MEANEY:  Yeah. 15 

MR. MEANEY:  Okay. 16 

MR. DEEMIE:  All right, a very quick three-17 

minute break.  We'll be back in three minutes. 18 

MR. MEANEY:  Yeah. 19 

(Pause in the proceeding) 20 

MR. DEEMIE:  All right.  I have 7:30 p.m.  I 21 

will call this Village Board Meeting of the Johnson City 22 

Village Board to order on 4/20/2021.  I'll call to roll 23 

the board members.  Deputy Mayor Giblin? 24 

MR. GIBLIN:  Present. 25 

MR. DEEMIE:  Trustee Meaney? 26 



 PROCEEDING 75  

MR. MEANEY:  Present.  1 

MR. DEEMIE:  Trustee Reynolds? 2 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Present. 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  Trustee Walker? 4 

MR. WALKER:  Present. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  Clerk, Treasurer Kennerup? 6 

MS. KENNERUP:  Present. 7 

MR. DEEMIE:  Legal Counsel Sacco? 8 

MS. SACCO:  Present. 9 

MR. DEEMIE:  Mayor Deemie.  Present.  We have a 10 

quorum.  All right.  Please stand for the Pledge of 11 

Allegiance.  Can we get a flag up somewhere?  Somebody got 12 

a flag?  There we go.  Thank you, Ben.   13 

ALL:  I Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the 14 

United States of America, and to the Republic for which it 15 

stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty 16 

and justice for all. 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  I'll now read into the record.  I, 18 

Mayor Gregory Deemie, had confirmed with counsel that this 19 

meeting is being held in accordance with the Executive 20 

Order 202.1 originally issued by Governor Cuomo on March 21 

12, 2020 and extended by executive order until April 25, 22 

2021. 23 

These executive orders suspend provisions of the 24 

Open Meetings Law to the extent necessary to allow any 25 

public body to meet, take any action authorized by law 26 
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without permitting any in-public in-person access to 1 

meetings.  It authorizes such meetings to be held remotely 2 

by conference call or similar service.  This meeting is 3 

being held remotely via Zoom virtual meeting software. 4 

The public has the ability to view or listen to 5 

this meeting live via the Zoom app, web browser, and by 6 

telephone.  This meeting is being recorded and will be 7 

transcribed at a later date.  We will now proceed with our 8 

agenda.  All right. 9 

Mayor's Announcements.  The next Town of Union 10 

board meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 11 

7:00 p.m. with a work session at 5:30 p.m.  The next 12 

planning board meeting is Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 7:30 13 

p.m. with a work session at 7:00 p.m.  The next regular 14 

village board meeting will be Tuesday, May 4, 2021, at 15 

7:30 p.m. with a work session at 5:00 p.m. 16 

Approval of Board Minutes.  April 6, 2021 17 

regular meeting and work session; and an April 14, 2021 18 

special meeting minutes and budget meeting number 7. 19 

MR. MEANEY:  I make a motion to accept all 20 

minutes of the meetings and work sessions.  We accept them 21 

and place on file. 22 

MR. WALKER:  Second. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  All those in favor? 24 

ALL:  Aye. 25 

MR. DEEMIE:  Opposed?  Minutes are approved and 26 
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placed on file.  We have no bids tonight.   1 

All right, we now come to our public hearing.  2 

We have one public hearing tonight.  Let me read this into 3 

the record.  It's in regards to eminent domain, 4 

development and renovation of public works facility at 60 5 

Lester Avenue. 6 

Whereas pursuant to an emergency order of the 7 

Governor of the State of New York, notice was given that 8 

the Village Board schedule a public hearing for the 9 

development of a new Public Works Facility at 60 Lester 10 

Avenue, Johnson City, New York, 13790 for April 20, 2021 11 

at 7:35 p.m. via Zoom video conference.  A notice of said 12 

public hearing was duly advertised in the official 13 

newspaper of the Village and posted on the Village Clerk's 14 

sign board. 15 

I will now, actually, I'm going to now turn this 16 

public hearing over to Alan Pope, legal counsel with 17 

Coughlin & Gerhart, who's a lead counsel on the eminent 18 

domain process.  So, Alan, it's all yours. 19 

MR. ALAN POPE:  Okay.  Thank you, Mayor.  Thank 20 

you, Board.  If I may, just for the record, I'll just kind 21 

of give a brief description of this particular eminent 22 

domain process that the Village is undertaking. 23 

So back, early on, the Village identified a need 24 

with respect to its existing DPW facility.  And the need 25 

was that it had been through a couple of different floods.  26 
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It was not economically feasible to rehabilitate that 1 

particular facility.  And the Village began to look for an 2 

alternative location and looked at whether they should, as 3 

an option, build brand new.  Or find a suitable, less 4 

expensive option and retrofit and renovate that 5 

alternative location in order to be able to accommodate 6 

the DPW. 7 

The Village went through those steps and they 8 

did identify 60 Lester Avenue, which is the subject of the 9 

public hearing for tonight.  The very first step then 10 

after that for the Village was to go out and get an 11 

appraisal of that particular property, which they did.  12 

And that appraisal was obtained.  It's a fully 13 

comprehensive appraisal. 14 

The next step in the eminent domain process was 15 

to then reach out to the owner in what we call in the 16 

process a good faith offer letter.  And so that good faith 17 

offer letter was prepared by my office.  And we sent that 18 

letter out to the owner, together with a copy of the 19 

appraisal.  At that point in the process, it's entirely up 20 

to the owner as to whether they wish to accept that good 21 

faith offer or reject that offer, totally within their 22 

rights to do so.  And in this particular case, the owner 23 

chose to reject that for a number of reasons.  I'll 24 

probably even come back to that a little bit later here in 25 

the process. 26 
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After that, after it's been rejected, so we now 1 

know that there's not going to be simply a closing where 2 

that 60 Lester Avenue property is purchased, deeded over 3 

to the Village, and money paid in accordance with the 4 

appraisal.  So now we go to the next part of the eminent 5 

domain process where we hold the public hearing which 6 

we're doing tonight. 7 

As the mayor pointed out, there was due 8 

publication, due posting.  It's a little bit more as all 9 

of the board members and the mayor knows than just your 10 

normal public hearing.  It had to be published for a 11 

number of consecutive weeks.  We had to have signage up at 12 

the property.  All of those things were done leading up to 13 

tonight. 14 

So for purposes of tonight, what I'd like to do 15 

is put certain items into the record, if you will.  It's 16 

really not a trial.  It's not a hearing.  But it is a 17 

public hearing and it involves the eminent domain.  So 18 

what we'll do is Exhibit 1, I'd like to put into the 19 

record, is the actual appraisal report in full.  It's 20 

many, many pages long.  But we'll mark that and have that 21 

go in as Exhibit 1. 22 

Exhibit 2, I'd like to put into the record is 23 

the acquisition map.  And under the eminent domain process 24 

or procedural law, we have to identify exactly the metes 25 

and bounds property that's seeking to be acquired by 26 
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eminent domain.  And so that acquisition map has been part 1 

of the public hearing process.  It's part of the appraisal 2 

process.  It's part of what we've already identified and 3 

served on the owner.  So that will be Exhibit 2. 4 

Exhibit 3 would be the good faith offer letter 5 

that we made to the owner.  And I will put that into the 6 

record.  I've already noted in the record that the owner 7 

chose not to accept that.  So we're moving forward. 8 

And in Exhibit 4 is a statement of public need.  9 

So with any eminent domain process, the government that's 10 

doing the taking, in this case the Village of Johnson 11 

City, has to identify one or more public needs in order to 12 

justify this action that they're undertaking as part of 13 

this process.  Mayor, I think you're going to read that 14 

statement of public need into the record, is that right? 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Actually, Josh is here to do that.  16 

Unless he wants me to, but I asked him if he wanted so he 17 

could -- go ahead, Josh. 18 

MR. HOLLAND:  All right.  Yeah, I can do that. 19 

MR. DEEMIE:  Josh Holland, our director of 20 

public services. 21 

MR. POPE:  Yeah, that would be great Josh, if 22 

you could do it. 23 

MR. HOLLAND:  This project proposes to utilize 24 

the property at 60 Lester Avenue as the new location of 25 

the Department of Public Works, Village of Johnson City.  26 
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The current Department of Public Works facility is located 1 

in a flood zone that has endured two historic floods both 2 

in 2006 and 2011. 3 

The flood in 2011 caused severe damage to the 4 

facility.  FEMA offered minimal funding for repair and no 5 

other future FEMA assistance will be provided.  The 6 

Village of Johnson City has decided that it needs to 7 

relocate the DPW facility to a better location and out of 8 

the flood zone.  The current DPW facility houses the total 9 

Public Works Department but only portions of the facility 10 

is able to be used. 11 

The cost to rehabilitate the current DPW 12 

facility and make it less prone to flood damage is not 13 

feasible.  And it will continue to be a subject to damage 14 

during flood events.  The current facility is also lacking 15 

in space and building cover for the equipment and staff.  16 

The acquisition of the property at 60 Lester Avenue is a 17 

more cost effective solution to the current public needs 18 

related to a fully functioning DPW facility. 19 

Including the relocating and upgrade of a new 20 

DPW facility, the existing building on 60 Lester Avenue 21 

property can be retrofitted for the full DPW needs and 22 

room to build out and/or add to that space. 23 

The acquisition of 60 Lester Avenue is a better 24 

and more economical alternative than a complete, new DPW 25 

building.  The 60 Lester Avenue acquisition will give the 26 
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Village DPW the ability to house all the equipment inside 1 

which is not possible now.  There will also be the 2 

addition of a wash bay which will help keep the equipment 3 

have a longer lifespan.  And the current mechanics bay is 4 

also underequipped for some of the trucks. 5 

The 60 Lester Avenue acquisition will allow for 6 

a dedicated mechanics crew that's ours (sounds like) that 7 

would be able to handle all equipment repair and 8 

maintenance and save cost for not having to send DPW 9 

equipment off for repairs.     10 

All these reasons are consistent with and in 11 

support of an existing public need.  The 60 Lester Avenue 12 

acquisition also allows for future planning and 13 

consolidation to move the Village Hall and its services to 14 

the new location.  The 60 Lester Avenue property is not in 15 

a flood zone.  And 60 Lester Avenue is the more physically 16 

responsible option.  All these reasons are consistent with 17 

and in support of an existing public need.  Thank you. 18 

MR. POPE:  Thank you, Joshua.  So we'll take 19 

that statement and make that Exhibit 4.  The SEQR review 20 

which is part of the eminent domain process we're going to 21 

do after the public hearing and public comment period is 22 

closed.  So that will be done at the main meeting.  23 

However, part one I'd like to make Exhibit 5 for purposes 24 

of this public hearing.  And Cindy, I'll mark that and 25 

send that to you.  I didn't get that to you in advance.  26 
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But I'll get that as Exhibit 5 to you. 1 

And just for purposes of tonight, I won't go 2 

through in detail part one.  But just in general, you 3 

know, part one is the normal part one that all of you - 4 

the mayor, the board, Cheryl - you see all the time.  So 5 

it walks through the normal things you'd see in a part one 6 

as to whether there's any particular, you know, zoning 7 

type of challenges or zoning issues.  And in here, there 8 

is not.  They ask here whether the proposed development is 9 

of a certain size.  It is.  And we identified that as six 10 

acres.  They want to know whether there's going to be any 11 

disturbance of that.  And here, it's really a retrofit and 12 

renovation.  There would be some disturbance.  But not 13 

that would trigger any type of a SWIP. 14 

Will the project include any new residential 15 

uses?  Obviously not, this is for a DPW.  You know, is 16 

there going to be anything that will result in storage of 17 

liquid, solid waste, things of that nature?  Are they 18 

going to be generated?  Again, no, because it's really 19 

just taking the existing DPW and bringing it over to this 20 

location.  They'll be the normal fuels and oils and 21 

things, hydraulic fluids things that you'd have in a 22 

normal DPW.  But not anything that is out of the ordinary 23 

with respect to the SEQR review. 24 

Is there going to be impact on any waterways, 25 

water bodies, wetlands, things of that nature?  The answer 26 
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is no, not for this particular location.  The change of 1 

the DPW over to this particular proposed location, is it 2 

going to result in any adverse or new air emissions that 3 

we'd have to take account for?  The answer is no.  4 

There'll be none of that.  It's really taking the existing 5 

DPW and simply moving it over to the new location. 6 

Is it near any particular critical, 7 

environmental area?  It is not.  We don't have to worry 8 

about any of that.  Is there going to be any significant 9 

change in traffic or noise?  We're really, again, taking 10 

the existing DPW and moving it over to this proposed 11 

location.  So while yes, there will be maybe somewhat of a 12 

different traffic, seeing that the DPW will be operating 13 

out of this area.  But not anything we've listed or 14 

identified as significant in nature. 15 

Is there any other residential or citizen-type 16 

uses nearby?  We've identified the library is nearby.  The 17 

St. James Church is nearby or in close proximity.  But 18 

these existing areas are commercial in nature.  So even 19 

though we've identified them, we don't see anything there 20 

that was identified as being significant in part one.  So 21 

with that, I'll stop on the part one.  I'll have that 22 

marked as Exhibit 5 as I said and submit it. 23 

So that is really the Village's presentation in 24 

advance of the public hearing comments.  So we can open it 25 

up now to any public comments.  I see in the Zoom audience 26 
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that Brian Haynes is present.  Brian submitted from the 1 

owner's perspective a written statement.  And Brian and I 2 

communicated via email today as to whether Brian wanted me 3 

to read that statement.  I now see Brian is here.  Brian, 4 

do you want to read that statement for the record?  5 

(Interposing) 6 

MR. DEEMIE:  You're muted. 7 

MR. HAYNES:  No.  You can read it, Alan.  Thank 8 

you. 9 

MR. POPE:  Okay.  Can I first ask, is there 10 

anybody else in the public that wants to be heard as part 11 

of this public hearing?  If there is, just unmute 12 

yourself.  Yes, Ms. Beebe.  If you unmute yourself, you'll 13 

be able to -- 14 

MS. KAREN BEEBE:  Thank you.  I was having 15 

trouble unmuting myself there. 16 

MR. POPE.  Ms. Beebe, could you just, for the 17 

record, because we're recording this, just give us your 18 

name, your address, if it's relevant? 19 

MS. BEEBE:  Sure. 20 

MR. POPE:  You know, whether you're a resident 21 

or not a resident.  And then by all means, whatever you 22 

want to say. 23 

MS. BEEBE:  Sure.  Sure.  Thanks.  So my name is 24 

Karen Beebe.  I live on Terry Avenue.  And I live in 25 

Binghamton, 13901.  I am a Broome County legislator.  And 26 
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this Lester property does fall within my district.  1 

However, I'm not speaking on behalf of the County this 2 

evening.  Just, I'm speaking as someone who has a lot of 3 

contact with residents in that area. 4 

So I guess, I'm not very familiar with eminent 5 

domain situations.  And I appreciate your presentation.  I 6 

think that was very informative.  So I'm just wondering 7 

what the goal of using eminent dominant in a situation is.  8 

Was it a matter of time?  Was it a matter, you know -- so 9 

to acquire the property in a timely manner?  Was it to 10 

ensure that no other bidders took the property?  I agree 11 

that Lester Avenue is the far better choice over Grand 12 

Avenue and the current location of the DPW facility.  I 13 

think that's the way to go for sure.  I just am curious 14 

how it landed on an eminent domain situation as opposed to 15 

a regular property transaction. 16 

MR. POPE:  So I can try to field that but I may 17 

have to just bring this back to the mayor or maybe even 18 

Cheryl.  Typically, the government, if they're having 19 

major project especially something like moving the DPW, 20 

where not only is the purchase but the retrofitting and 21 

the renovation cost a lot of money.  And it has to be done 22 

in a timely basis. 23 

And so from a government standpoint, if they 24 

can't work out a negotiation with the owner in a timely 25 

manner and for the right price that protects the 26 
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taxpayers, then the government and only the government has 1 

the right to use eminent domain.  While the eminent domain 2 

process does take some time, there's at least a certainty 3 

to it. 4 

And the certainty really is for both the 5 

government -- because there's two parts to every eminent 6 

domain process.  The first part is what we call the taking 7 

part.  So the government has to go through this process 8 

that we're going through.  And at the end of the public 9 

hearing, at the end of the public comment period, the 10 

board will have to make a determination as to whether 11 

there's a public need, and whether they are going to 12 

undertake the taking. 13 

If in fact they do that, and let's assume they 14 

do, then the next step is for the government to then go 15 

through the attorneys to the Supreme Court in New York and 16 

obtain a court order that allows for the judicial taking 17 

or the government taking.  Once that happens, the taking 18 

is automatic at that point. 19 

And then the next step, which is in fairness to 20 

the owner.  Here, in particular, the owner disagrees with 21 

our appraisal.  So the owner doesn't lose any rights in 22 

terms of the value that it feels it should get from this 23 

process.  The taking happens quickly like I say or fairly 24 

quickly. 25 

And then the owner has roughly a year or more to 26 
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then decide whether it wants to initiate a claim that it 1 

can go through the court process and have a trial or a 2 

hearing to determine whether the appraisal price the 3 

Village has is the fair price or the price that the owner 4 

maybe seeking through its appraisal or whatever it may 5 

bring in as proof is the fair amount. 6 

So it's a two-step process, if you will.  Fairly 7 

quickly on the front end in terms of the taking so that 8 

the government can move ahead with its process and 9 

planning and financing.  Or however it's going to move 10 

ahead with that process and project.  Yet, it still 11 

reserves to the owner the right to come into court and 12 

have its day in court over fair value. 13 

(Interposing) 14 

MR. DEEMIE:  I'll add to that a little bit, 15 

Alan.  As you said, it's a timing thing.  But also, as you 16 

stated, the price thing is we had it appraised.  Our 17 

appraisal came in under what their asking price was for 18 

the property.  And as a municipality, we cannot pay more 19 

than the appraisal price for the property.  So that was 20 

our good faith offer, it was the appraised cost.  And they 21 

refused that.  So that's why we're moving forward to 22 

eminent domain because we can only pay so much for it. 23 

But as Alan said down the road, they could come 24 

back and say, well, you know.  And the court could say, 25 

no, you owe them this much more.  But we still basically 26 



 PROCEEDING 89  

take the property any way you look at it.  That was the 1 

main reason we're moving forward with this the way we are, 2 

so, yeah.  Somebody else was going to speak when I was 3 

speaking.  I'm sorry if I talked over you.  Clark, go 4 

ahead. 5 

MR. GIBLIN:  I was.  No, I was.  No.  But I was 6 

just going to ask Alan or yourself to explain the monetary 7 

situation and what we're allowed to spend as a 8 

municipality and where that could lead to negotiations not 9 

being met right up on the front side of things.  So that's 10 

kind of where it stands now. 11 

MR. DEEMIE:  Right. 12 

MR. GIBLIN:  And I appreciate you saying it and 13 

bringing it up. 14 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah, thank you. 15 

MS. BEEBE:  Can I ask a follow-up question? 16 

MR. POPE:  Yes, please. 17 

MS. BEEBE:  Okay.  So what is the general 18 

timeline of an eminent domain case?  Like how fast does 19 

the taking part go? 20 

MR. POPE:  Well, if we assume that in May, the 21 

board will reconvene at a regular village board meeting, 22 

and vote as to whether it's going to proceed ahead with 23 

the taking.  And then it has to, at that point, with 24 

counsel assistance, prepare a determination, you know, of 25 

facts and determination.  So let's assume that occurs 26 
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then. 1 

So within two months, hopefully, two months, 2 

maybe three depending on the court's availability, would 3 

be when we would be in court obtaining the order that 4 

would allow us to then become the owner.  Allow the 5 

Village to become the owner of the property.  So we're 6 

more than, I would say more than three-quarters of the way 7 

through the taking process.  And we're fast approaching 8 

the end of what the Village will do on its part of that.  9 

And then it'll be more legal as it gets in front of a 10 

Supreme Court judge. 11 

The other part, you know, the fair value part.  12 

In the first instance, it's really in the ball court of 13 

the owner.  They'll have at least a year to decide whether 14 

they want to initiate a claim against the Village for a 15 

value that they say is different than the appraised value.  16 

So once they initiate that, and they will because they 17 

truly believe the value is different.  That's okay.  18 

That's their right.  So I'm guessing that now that 19 

valuation part will be more akin to normal litigation, 20 

commercial litigation.  And that process, you know, is 21 

anywhere from 12 to 18 months in length. 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  And Alan, correct me if I'm wrong, 23 

but this public hearing doesn't close tonight.  It's open 24 

until the 27th, correct?  25 

MR. POPE:  Yes.  That's pretty normal for 26 
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eminent domain.  A little bit different than maybe other 1 

public hearings.  We want to hear from the public but we 2 

also want the public to have the ability to either look at 3 

the exhibits or maybe learn about the public hearing 4 

tonight.  And if they still want to put in written 5 

comments, we're giving them, you know, a time period in 6 

which to do that.  So we're trying to be as flexible as we 7 

can for any public comments coming in either tonight, or 8 

as the mayor says, for a few more days. 9 

MS. BEEBE:  I have one more follow-up question.  10 

Sorry. 11 

MR. DEEMIE:  That's okay.  Go ahead, Karen. 12 

MS. BEEBE:  Like I said, I'm not familiar with 13 

this so I have a lot of questions.  Is there a chance the 14 

Supreme Court would rule against the Village?  Is that a 15 

possibility? 16 

MR. POPE:  Well, I would say that possibility is 17 

near zero.  As you might have guessed, the case law in New 18 

York for eminent domain highly, highly favors the 19 

municipalities, the government who's doing the taking.  20 

And the case law coming out of our particular Third 21 

Department, the Appellate Courts have ruled on a number of 22 

eminent domain appeals. 23 

And what they zero in on, is there a public need 24 

that justifies the government's action for taking somebody 25 

else's property?  And at least our particular Appellate 26 
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Division in the Third Department, if there's any showing 1 

of public need, it will be approved.  It will be 2 

sustained. 3 

So here, clearly, for the taxpayers, for the 4 

public, for the Village longevity, taking a challenged DPW 5 

facility and acquiring a new property that has much more 6 

economic advantages than buying a brand new piece of land, 7 

maybe having to demo it and then building from scratch.  8 

Certainly, there is more, in my mind, more than enough 9 

showing of public need.  You know, what Joshua showed in 10 

reading his statement, just the challenges that the DPW 11 

has now as compared to this location more than justifies 12 

public need. 13 

I don't like to count chickens before they 14 

hatch, but just looking at the case law, it's very, very 15 

difficult for an owner to overturn the taking part.  16 

Certainly, there's lot of litigation over valuation. 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  That's probably the only part where 18 

we could possibly be a cost to us because we could, they 19 

could say no, you owe them this much more money for it, 20 

but we wouldn't lose the property.  We just have to pay 21 

the difference. 22 

MR. POPE:  Correct. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  So. 24 

MS. BEEBE:  Thank you. 25 

MR. DEEMIE:  You're welcome.  Thank you. 26 
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MR. POPE:  Anybody else from the public?  If 1 

they want to just unmute and raise their hand? 2 

MR. DEEMIE:  Anybody, Cheryl?  I don't see any 3 

yelling.  Go ahead with your statement. 4 

MR. POPE:  Okay. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  You read that from Brian. 6 

MR. POPE:  Right.  So for the record, this is a 7 

letter dated April 20 2021 from Great Eastern Hemp LLC.  8 

This is really a statement that's coming not from the 9 

Village, not from me as the attorney, I'm simply reading 10 

it as requested by the owner's representative. 11 

It begins with: Dear Board of Trustees, thank 12 

you for allowing this written statement to be read into 13 

the record of this hearing regarding the Village's 14 

proposed condemnation of the premises located at 60 Lester 15 

Avenue in Johnson City, the premises. 16 

I am a resident of Johnson City and I speak on 17 

behalf of Great Eastern Hemp LLC, which is the owner of 18 

the premises and which vigorously objects to the Village's 19 

condemnation of the premises, and two, its proposal to pay 20 

the owner based on an appraisal dated November 19, 2020. 21 

In Great Eastern’s view the appraisal is flawed 22 

in several crucial respects.  It does not reflect the 23 

actual loss to the property owner, and it would not place 24 

the owner in the same relative position as if the proposed 25 
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condemnation does not occur.  Under the state and federal 1 

constitutions, the property owner of the condemned 2 

property is entitled to just compensation.  The Fifth 3 

Amendment of the United States Constitution provides that 4 

private property shall not be taken for public use without 5 

just compensation.  The New York State Constitution 6 

similarly provides that the owner receive just 7 

compensation for property taken for a public purpose. 8 

The constitutional requirement of just 9 

compensation generally requires that the compensation 10 

place the property owner in the same relative position as 11 

if the taking had not occurred.  New York courts have 12 

generally examined the issue of just compensation in 13 

equitable terms, and have determined that just 14 

compensation is measured by what the property owner has 15 

lost rather than what the condemner has gained. 16 

Additionally, as explained by the Court of 17 

Appeals, in Board of Water Supply of City of New York, 277 18 

New York 452 - a 1938 case - avoidance of reproduction 19 

cost of structures affected less depreciation, 20 

improvements made on the property, consequential damage to 21 

portions not apportioned in the fair market value of the 22 

property taken as of the date of appropriation may be 23 

relevant according to the situation in a particular case.  24 

And there may be many other matters open for consideration 25 
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by the commissioners. 1 

Here the Village's appraisal is flawed in 2 

several critical respects.  For example, the appraiser 3 

calculates a capitalization rate at 7.8 percent, but 4 

without explanation actually uses a capitalization rate of 5 

8.5 percent.  Additionally, the appraisal uses a vacancy 6 

rate of 12 percent taken from a Pyramid market report but 7 

the Pyramid report shows the vacancy rate for 8 

warehouse/distribution to be 8.6 percent.  Using correct 9 

calculations increases the value of the premises by 10 

$450,000. 11 

Additionally, the appraisal does not, in 12 

determining the total loss to the property owner include 13 

substantial financing, breakup and related fees that the 14 

owner incurred in acquiring and financing the property and 15 

the pilot.  These fees and other damages would increase 16 

the value of the premises by hundreds of thousands of 17 

dollars and need to be taken into account in determining 18 

just compensation to the owner. 19 

Additional losses include the value of the pilot 20 

of $938,000.  The amount is calculated in the appraisal, 21 

but was not added to the estimated value.  And further 22 

expenses in excess of $300,000 incurred in carrying the 23 

property through the pandemic.  Great Eastern also 24 

incurred $375,000 in acquiring financing and obtaining a 25 
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pilot, which included legal fees paid by Great Eastern for 1 

the bank and IDA (phonetic) attorneys closing costs of 2 

approximately $55,000 and a breakup fee of $66,000 and a 3 

payment to the IDA of $110,000. 4 

Contrary to the statement in Resolution 2021-51 5 

that the Village board has engaged in communications to 6 

acquire 60 Lester Avenue for the project without success, 7 

neither the mayor nor outside counsel have engaged in any 8 

negotiations with Great Eastern to resolve its claim.  9 

Great Eastern is prepared to negotiate in good faith 10 

towards a resolution without having to resort to 11 

litigation to enforce its rights.  Great Eastern feels 12 

strongly in its position unless the matter is resolved, it 13 

intends to seek all available legal remedies. 14 

Respectfully submitted, Great Eastern Hemp LLC 15 

signed by Brian Haynes. 16 

MR. HAYNES:  Thank you, Alan. 17 

MR. POPE:  You're welcome, Brian.  And so what 18 

we'll do, Brian is we'll make sure your letter, I've read 19 

it into the record, but we'll make sure that your letter 20 

is made part of the record for this public hearing.  Just 21 

anything else, Brian, that you want to comment on that? 22 

MR. HAYNES:  No, I think it really, you know, 23 

speaks for itself. 24 

MR. Pope:  Okay.  If there's nobody else, then 25 
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we'll just not close the public hearing, because we're 1 

still going to accept written comments through the 27th.  2 

But again, for today's purposes, for the public hearing, 3 

we're not really debating the value.  Certainly, the owner 4 

can put on its position with respect to, you know, the 5 

appraisal, and what it feels are flaws in the appraisal.  6 

But right now, you know, the issue or the most salient 7 

issue is public need.  Is there one or is there not one?  8 

That's what's been developed primarily for this record.  9 

So I think, Mayor and the board, unless there's any other 10 

questions or comments for me, I think that would take care 11 

of tonight. 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, I mean, may I comment in 13 

regard to this letter that Mr. Haynes provided us tonight? 14 

MR. POPE:  Certainly. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  I just kind of wonder how he can 16 

make a statement that the pilot is a loss of $938,000 when 17 

the pilot is a payment in lieu of taxes in the first five 18 

years with zero payments to the Village and everybody for 19 

taxes on that.  And that's a break on their taxes to the 20 

property owner, it's actually a help to them.  They get 21 

money out of this because they're not paying the full tax. 22 

And his statement that neither the mayor nor an 23 

outside counsel have engaged in any negotiations with 24 

Great Eastern Hemp, you spoke at the beginning of the 25 
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public hearing the we have sent a good faith letter to 1 

them in regards to this.  So I don't know how these 2 

statements can be made in respect to this and you know, I 3 

can believe anything that's been said here because to me, 4 

that's an untruth because we did try to negotiate with 5 

them.  We did send them a good faith letter.  Correct me 6 

if I'm wrong, but that's the way I see it. 7 

MR. HAYNES:  Well, a good faith letter was here, 8 

take it or leave it.  I don't call that a good faith 9 

negotiation. 10 

MR. POPE:  Brian, if you're going to comment, 11 

just for the record, you have to identify yourself, you 12 

know, your address, so that we've got that as part of the 13 

record. 14 

MR. HAYNES:  It's Brian Haynes.  A take it or 15 

leave it letter, I don't consider that negotiations. 16 

MR. POPE:  And could we have your address too 17 

Brian, just for the record? 18 

MR. HAYNES:  It's 25 Weymouth Lane, Johnson 19 

City, New York. 20 

MR. POPE:  All right, thank you.  Okay. 21 

MR. DEEMIE:  Well, it was a good faith letter.  22 

And that's what we sent out and, you know, in the legal 23 

aspect of it, we did what we were supposed to do.  So I've 24 

just looked at this.  Anybody else on the board want to 25 
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make any comments in regards to this letter?  I know some 1 

of us had other concerns in regards to when we first got 2 

it.  There were some comments earlier in the work session 3 

in regards to it. 4 

MR. GIBLIN:  Well, it seemed that, you know, 5 

from what I recall there was some even previous discussion 6 

off the record probably so it might not even hold up into, 7 

you know, what we're talking about right now.  But I truly 8 

feel and can stand behind the Village truly putting forth 9 

a good faith effort in trying to negotiate with the owners 10 

and Mr. Haynes, you know, on multiple occasions.  You were 11 

at some of our work sessions and some of our board 12 

meetings previously discussing this exact topic.  It 13 

didn't go anywhere, obviously.  And, you know, we had to 14 

pursue the situation how we had to.  That's how I feel 15 

about it. 16 

MR. HAYNES:  It's Brian Haynes, again.  I was at 17 

one board meeting that we discussed this. 18 

MR. DEEMIE:  Anybody else before we move on?  19 

We're good? 20 

MR. POPE:  I think, Mayor, if I may, just one 21 

comment to kind of, you know, put this in perspective.  22 

And I'm just going to piggyback off of what you said 23 

earlier.  You know, this is not a private company 24 

negotiating with another private company.  Because it's 25 
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the government, you know, the Village and all of the 1 

Village board, they are the gatekeepers for the taxpayers.  2 

That's exactly why there's an eminent domain process that 3 

requires us to go get an appraisal as one of the very 4 

first steps of the eminent domain process. 5 

And like Mr. Giblin said, there might have been, 6 

you know, earlier discussions and talks before we got into 7 

the eminent domain process, but the very first thing is 8 

the appraisal.  Once we have that appraisal that locks in 9 

for you as the gatekeepers what you can and can't do vis-10 

à-vis spending taxpayer dollars.  It may seem unusual, 11 

from a private industry standpoint, but that is what the 12 

eminent domain process requires you to do.  Get the 13 

appraisal, you have to stick to the appraisal, you make 14 

the good faith offer.  You've done that.  If we move 15 

forward, like we are, we're at this juncture here with a 16 

public hearing, and then in May we'll do the next step.  17 

So I'm all set, Mayor and the board. 18 

MR. DEEMIE:  All right. 19 

MR. POPE:  If that’s good for –- 20 

MR. GIBLIN:  Thank you very much, Alan. 21 

MR. POPE:  Okay. 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  Alan, thank you. 23 

MR. POPE:  I'm going to sign off if that's okay. 24 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes, you can.  Thank you. 25 
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MR. POPE:  Okay.  Thank you guys. 1 

MR. DEEMIE:  So we will not close this public 2 

hearing.  It will be open until April 27th.  And then we 3 

will have it on our May 4th agenda for ratification if the 4 

board so desires.  Are there any petitions to be received 5 

by this board tonight?  Cindy, any petitions? 6 

MS. KENNERUP:  No. 7 

MR. DEEMIE:  All right.  Thank you.  We now come 8 

to our first Privilege of the Floor where visitors may 9 

state your name, state your address, direct your 10 

questions, comments, concerns to the board.  We’ll answer 11 

them to the best of our ability.  If you have a prepared 12 

statement, please have a copy available.  Get a copy to 13 

the clerk/treasurer in some way, shape or form so we can 14 

have our minutes as accurate as possible.  And I'll open 15 

up the Privilege of the Floor. 16 

Again, just as stated in the public hearing, 17 

just raise your hand, shake your head, move up and down, 18 

unmute yourself, start talking, we'll let you have the 19 

floor.  I don't see any hands.  I don't see any movement.  20 

I will now close this Privilege of the Floor. 21 

Communications.  Correspondence from Lynn T. 22 

Harrison and Gerri A. Harrison regarding water bills for 23 

89 Hill Avenue and 189 Riverside Drive, and correspondence 24 

from Anthony Moran regarding water/sewer bill from 197 Jay 25 
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Street. 1 

MR. MEANEY:  I make a motion to accept all 2 

communications and place it on file. 3 

MR. GIBLIN:  Second. 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  All those in favor? 5 

ALL:  Aye. 6 

MR. DEEMIE:  Opposed?  Hearing none, 7 

communications are accepted and placed on file.  Committee 8 

and Board Reports 10.1 through 10.9. 9 

MR. WALKER:  I make a motion we accept the 10 

committee and board reports 10.1 through 10.9 and place on 11 

file. 12 

MR. MEANEY:  Second. 13 

MR. DEEMIE:  All those in favor? 14 

ALL:  Aye. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Opposed?  Hearing none, committee 16 

and board reports are accepted and placed on file.  17 

Department Reports 11.1 through 11.6. 18 

MR. GIBLIN:  I make a motion to accept and place 19 

on file. 20 

MR. MEANEY:  Second. 21 

MR. DEEMIE:  All those in favor? 22 

ALL:  Aye. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  Opposed?  Hearing none, department 24 

reports are accepted and placed on file.  Payroll and 25 
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Bills Presented.  Abstract number 20 of the 2020-2021 1 

fiscal bills as stated and/or amended and attached to the 2 

work session minutes. 3 

MR. GIBLIN:  I make a motion we pay abstract 4 

number 20 of the 2020-2021 fiscal bills. 5 

MR. WALKER:  Second. 6 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Call the board. 7 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 8 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 9 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 10 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 12 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 14 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 15 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 16 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  So we have no Unfinished 17 

Business?  We’re going to do New Business.  Resolution 18 

2021-53. 19 

Whereas, pursuant to an emergency order of the 20 

governor of the State of New York, notice was given that 21 

the Village Board scheduled a public hearing for April 14, 22 

2021 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom video conference for Local Law 23 

number 6 of the year 2021 entitled A Local Law to Override 24 

the Tax Levy Limit Established in General Municipal Law 25 
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Section 3-C. 1 

MR. MEANEY:  So moved. 2 

MR. WALKER:  Second. 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  As we stated in our 4 

work session, this is to override the tax cap limit on our 5 

budget if necessary.  Remember a yes vote is to override, 6 

a no vote is to not to override.  So call the board. 7 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds. 8 

MR. REYNOLDS:  No. 9 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 10 

MR. MEANEY:  No. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 12 

MR. GIBLIN:  No. 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 14 

MR. WALKER:  No. 15 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 16 

MR. DEEMIE:  No.  All right, the resolution 17 

fails.  Resolution 2021-54. 18 

Whereas the Village Board of Trustees of the 19 

Village of Johnson City having on the 14th day of April 20 

2021 commencing at 6:00 p.m. duly held a public hearing 21 

via Zoom video conferencing on the tentative budget filed 22 

with the village clerk for the fiscal year commencing on 23 

June 1, 2021 and having heard all persons desiring to be 24 

heard in the matter of the budget for this Village for 25 
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such fiscal year, having been fully discussed and 1 

considered, it is resolved that the said tentative budget 2 

approved as aforesaid is hereby amended as follows. 3 

MR. MEANEY:  So moved. 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  I'm not reading all those numbers.  5 

Thank you.  I will read the last section. 6 

Taxes to be raised $10,682,185, increase in the 7 

tax rate $1000 for 2021-2022.  The tax rate per $1000 will 8 

be $363.5187.  It's a percentage increase of 0.99 percent 9 

well under our 1.3 limit.  So, did I have a second?  I had 10 

a --  11 

MR. WALKER:  Second. 12 

MR. GIBLIN:  I'll second it.  Oh, sorry. 13 

MR. DEEMIE:  John beat you.  Discussion? 14 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Again, thank you, everybody for the 16 

hard work on this, and the department heads for all the 17 

hard work they did in keeping the budget basically flat.  18 

So go ahead, Trustee Meaney. 19 

MR. MEANEY:  I was just, again, to piggyback off 20 

of you, Mayor, I think the department has done an 21 

outstanding job entertaining all the questions and 22 

providing good solid answers and brought in a realistic 23 

budget for each one of their departments.  I’ll thank them 24 

for their efforts and for the board and especially Cindy, 25 
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for getting this together in a really good place. 1 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yeah, thank you, Cindy.  Thank you, 2 

Tom Johnson, and thank you, department heads.  Everyone 3 

did a great job.  Thank you all. 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah, again, thank you to 5 

everybody, as you said especially Cindy and Tom, and Cindy 6 

for all the crunching and Tom for all the budget borrowing 7 

stuff that you had to do for us and getting all our 8 

numbers together.  Again, thank you, job well done. 9 

MR. WALKER:  Ditto from me.  Not everything, by 10 

the way. 11 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Count me as well. 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  Thank you.  Call the board. 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 14 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 15 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 16 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 17 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 18 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 19 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 20 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 21 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  Resolution 2021-55.  23 

Authorize mayor or his designee to enter into a service 24 

agreement with Target Solutions to remotely train and 25 
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track our fire department EMTs at an annual cost of 1 

$2,798.  NY State will reimburse the sum of $7,400 after 2 

three years on the program. 3 

MR. WALKER:  So moved. 4 

MR. GIBLIN:  Second. 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Call the board. 6 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 7 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 8 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 9 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 10 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 11 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 12 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 13 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 14 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  Resolution 2021-56.  16 

Authorize the renewal of the contract for Curb & Gutter 17 

and Sidewalk Replacement Contract for fiscal year 2021-18 

2022 with Tre-Gen Concrete Corporation at the adjusted 19 

pricing per the Consumer Price Index increase of plus  20 

2.6 percent as of 4/13/2021. 21 

MR. MEANEY:  So moved. 22 

MR. GIBLIN:  Second. 23 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  As stated in our work 24 

session, this is year two of a three-year contract that we 25 
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usually bid out every three years.  So it should be the 1 

third year of the contract, but this is year two, so call 2 

the board. 3 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 4 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 5 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 6 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 7 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 8 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 9 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 10 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  Resolution 2021-57.  13 

Authorize the mayor to sign the revised restated CBA 14 

(collective bargaining agreement) for the Police 15 

Benevolent Association that updated the old collective 16 

bargaining agreement which ended in 2004 along with the 17 

multiple interest arbitration awards and memorandums of 18 

agreements through 6/1/13. 19 

MR. GIBLIN:  So moved. 20 

MR. WALKER:  Second. 21 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Basically, what this 22 

did is it took all the pieces and parts that were all over 23 

the place for years and kind of massaged all of them in an 24 

actual contract now that we can use going forward so it 25 
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will be in a better place for everybody going forward.  So 1 

call the board. 2 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 3 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 4 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 5 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 6 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 7 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 8 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 9 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 10 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 11 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  Resolution 2021-58.  12 

Authorize the mayor to sign the collective bargaining 13 

agreement between the village and the Administrative 14 

Support Unit for contract year June 1, 2021 through May 15 

31, 2022. 16 

MR. GIBLIN:  So moved. 17 

MR. MEANEY:  Second. 18 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Call the board. 19 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 20 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 21 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 22 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 23 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 24 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 25 
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MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 1 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 2 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 3 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.   Resolution 2021-59.  4 

Authorize Treasurer to refund overpaid water and sewer 5 

rents for 68 Margaret Street that were paid from April 6 

2016 through April 2021 due to a wrong meter head that was 7 

installed on the customer's water line, water meter.  The 8 

amount of overpaid water rents was $1,045.83.  And the 9 

sewer rents were $1,436.17. 10 

MR. WALKER:  So moved. 11 

MR. MEANEY:  Second. 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Call the board. 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 14 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 15 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 16 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 17 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 18 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 19 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 20 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 21 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.   Resolution 2021-60.  23 

Authorize Joshua L. Holland, Director of Public Services 24 

to sign the scope of work number 7, to the master services 25 
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agreement between Utility Service Company, Incorporated 1 

and the Village of Johnson City, New York. 2 

MR. MEANEY:  So moved. 3 

MR. WALKER:  Second. 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  As we discussed in the 5 

work session, this is for the air stripper towers over at 6 

the water plant for, you know, cleaning, upgrading and so 7 

forth.  So something that needs to be done on a periodic 8 

basis.  We're just adding it to the contract that we had 9 

in place with the guys that have been doing our water 10 

tanks, so call the board. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 12 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 14 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 15 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 16 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 17 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 18 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 19 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 20 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  Resolution 2021-61.  Whereas 21 

United Health Services, Incorporated has proposed to 22 

construct fiber optic infrastructure under certain real 23 

property located along Harrison Street in the Village of 24 

Johnston City (hereinafter the premises); and whereas upon 25 
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review of such request the Village Board desires to grant 1 

an easement to United Health Services, Incorporated under 2 

such certain real property located along Harrison Street 3 

in the Village of Johnson City, more specifically 4 

described in the attached Permanent Fiber Optic Easement, 5 

attached hereto as Exhibit A. 6 

MR. WALKER:  So moved. 7 

MR. MEANEY:  Second. 8 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Call the board. 9 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 10 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 12 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 14 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 15 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 16 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 17 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 18 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.   All right.  That was, I 19 

don't want to skip one, that's 61.  All right, Resolution 20 

2021-62.  Authorize forgiveness of a portion of the 21 

water/sewer bill for 197 Jay Street to Anthony Moran due 22 

to faulty water softening equipment. 23 

MR. WALKER:  So moved. 24 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Second. 25 
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MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  We discussed this in 1 

our work session.  Again, he had sent us a letter asking 2 

for forgiveness.  Unfortunately, the Village isn't 3 

responsible for what goes on inside a residents’ home.  4 

And by the time we noticed there's a bill that has gone up 5 

and the resident knows, it's already been three months 6 

because it's every quarter that we take the readings.  And 7 

you know, by that time, it's usually gone up quite a bit 8 

if you haven't caught the problem.  So unfortunately, 9 

there's really not a lot we can do once this has happened.  10 

So I just wanted to let everybody know, you know, we can't 11 

be responsible for what goes on inside a resident’s home.  12 

So call the board. 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 14 

MR. REYNOLDS:  No. 15 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 16 

MR. MEANEY:  No. 17 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 18 

MR. GIBLIN:  No. 19 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 20 

MR. WALKER:  No. 21 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 22 

MR. DEEMIE:  No.   Resolution 2021-63.  23 

Authorize waiving late fees to Lynn T. Harrison and Gerri 24 

A. Harrison on the January 2021 water bills for the 25 



 PROCEEDING 114  

properties at 89 Hill Avenue and 189 Riverside Drive due 1 

to postal service delivery issues. 2 

MR. WALKER:  So moved. 3 

MR. MEANEY:  Second. 4 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Again, we discussed 5 

this in the work session.  They had paid online and proved 6 

to us that the Village had taken the money out of their 7 

account on time for the bill, but for some reason they 8 

were issued late fees on their next bill even though they 9 

had paid it on time and we had, you know, deducted it from 10 

their account on time.  So, again call the board. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 12 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 14 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 15 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 16 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 17 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 18 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 19 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 20 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  Resolution 2021-64.  Appoint 21 

Carla Murphy to the position of part-time clerk in the 22 

mayor's office effective April 21, 2021 at a salary of $14 23 

per hour contingent upon the completion of a successful 24 

background check. 25 
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MR. GIBLIN:  So moved. 1 

MR. WALKER:  Second. 2 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Call the board. 3 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 4 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 5 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 6 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 7 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 8 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 9 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 10 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 12 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  Thank you.  Resolution 2021-13 

65.  Promote Sergeant Mike Mason to the rank of lieutenant 14 

with the Johnson City Police Department effective April 15 

22, 2021 from civil service list number 77-276A at the 16 

base salary determined by the collective bargaining 17 

agreement. 18 

MR. MEANEY:  So moved. 19 

MR. GIBLIN:  Second. 20 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Call the board. 21 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 22 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 23 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 24 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 25 
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MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 1 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 2 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 3 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 4 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 5 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  Congratulations, Mike. 6 

MR. WALKER:  Congratulations, Lieutenant. 7 

MR. MICHAEL MASON:  Thank you. 8 

MR. DEEMIE:  Thank you for all that you've 9 

(interposing).  You've done a lot for me lately with the 10 

phones and a lot of other research and things, but I now 11 

you have other things that you do.  So well deserved, and 12 

you know, you're appreciated.  So thank you very much. 13 

MR. MASON:  Thank you.  I appreciate the 14 

recognition and this opportunity. 15 

MR. DEEMIE:  Now, get to work. 16 

MR. WALKER:  And thank you, Chief. 17 

MR. DEEMIE:  Thanks, Chief.  Now that you've 18 

moved up, there's more work now.  So, all right, 19 

Resolution 2021-66.  Appoint Rosanna Potts to the position 20 

of account clerk at the negotiated salary per the 21 

collective bargaining agreement effective May 3, 2021 with 22 

the reinstatement granted by Broome County Civil Service. 23 

MR. MEANEY:  So moved. 24 

MR. WALKER:  Second. 25 
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MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Call the board. 1 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 2 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 3 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 4 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 5 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 6 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 7 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 8 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 9 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 10 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  Recreation, Planning Zoning 11 

and Code, and Joint Sewage.  Code - no new business.  12 

Joint Sewage, we have a big resolution.  Resolution 2021- 13 

67.  All right, follow along.  Approve the Binghamton-14 

Johnson City Joint Sewage Board's request that the owners 15 

pass legislation to amend the 2021 budget to defund the 16 

job description of computer systems engineer and fund the 17 

position of electrical engineer and create an annual 18 

salary of $87,000.  See attached worksheet for prorated 19 

amounts.  An amount of $58,558 should remain in 20 

J81305.51000 personal services for the new electrical 21 

engineer.  The position of computer systems engineer 22 

should be reduced by $60,178.  The position of head 23 

electrician will be defunded from $70,707 to zero, as 24 

those duties will be absorbed by the electrical engineer 25 
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and has been vacant from 2001 to date.  The result is a 1 

net reduction of the personal services line J8130.51000 of 2 

$72,327.  Reduce state retirement J9010.58000A by $6,429.  3 

The Social Security line J9030.58000B should be reduced by 4 

$5,534.  Reduce health insurance J9040.58000C by $8,962.  5 

Reduce workers comp J9040.58000D by $3,338.  The resulting 6 

savings of $96,590 should be added to contingency 7 

J8130.55000. 8 

MR. MEANEY:  So moved. 9 

MR. WALKER:  Second. 10 

MR. DEEMIE:  Discussion?  Call the board. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Reynolds? 12 

MR. REYNOLDS:  Yes. 13 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Meaney? 14 

MR. MEANEY:  Yes. 15 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Giblin? 16 

MR. GIBLIN:  Yes. 17 

MS. KENNERUP:  Trustee Walker? 18 

MR. WALKER:  Yes. 19 

MS. KENNERUP:  Mayor Deemie? 20 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yes.  And that comes to the end of 21 

our meeting.  Again, as they said, the public hearing on 22 

the eminent domain is open till April 27th.  If anybody 23 

has any more comments, they can email myself, Alan Pope, 24 

the trustees, whoever.  Just make sure they get to legal 25 
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counsel at some point if you do get emails on that, or 1 

questions on that, so we can make sure everybody's heard. 2 

And then in regards to that, I'm going to call 3 

for adjournment.  Our next meeting is May 4th.  Everybody 4 

have a great day.  Enjoy the snow that's supposed to come, 5 

I guess.  I don't know.  Cold weather just doesn't want to 6 

go away.  So again, everybody thank you for tonight.  Have 7 

a great evening.  Again, congratulations to Lieutenant 8 

Mason now.  And take care all.  Stay well, stay safe.  9 

Thank you. 10 

MR. MEANEY:  Thanks, everybody. 11 

MS. KENNERUP:  Good night. 12 

(Interposing) 13 

MR. DEEMIE:  We still got Blakeslee.  Bye, Bob.  14 

There he goes.  Dinner.  Oh, now my dinner's waiting.  15 

Okay. 16 

MS. KENNERUP:  Well, we know it was going to be 17 

a long meeting. 18 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah. 19 

MR. WALKER:  It's about time, it got over. 20 

MR. DEEMIE:  Yeah, the eminent domain, I knew it 21 

was going to take a while. 22 

MS. KENNERUP:  Yeah, it was. 23 

(Off the record) 24 

 25 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 1 

  I, Ria Jara, certify that the foregoing 2 

transcript of proceedings in the Village of Johnson City Board 3 

Meeting, State of New York, was prepared using digital 4 

transcription software and is a true and accurate record of the 5 

proceedings. 6 

 7 

 8 
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